Friday 27 May: Christian Advocacy

We remember today Christian organisations such as The
Christian Institute and Christian Concern, who stand for
Christian truth and influence in an increasingly secular world.
Among their roles, they: Support Christians and Churches with
legal advice; Seek to influence governments and public
institutions as they develop policies and formulate legislation;
Provide information on a wide range of current issues; Stand for
Biblical truth and principles in connection with key legal, ethical
and moral issues of the day, especially where these could result
in restrictions to Biblical preaching and Christian witness.
Isaiah 56 v1: “This is what the Lord says: ‘Maintain justice and do
what is right, for my salvation is close at hand and my
righteousness will soon be revealed’.”
Let us pray: “Father, while Your truth and Your ways are under
attack, and Your people face situations where laws are used to
strip away their freedoms to live and witness for Jesus, we thank
You for these organisations. We pray that You would give them
wisdom as they serve You and us. As they stand ready to support
us, let us be ready to support them. Amen.”

Saturday 28 May: Prayer for Government
Oﬃcials on all Levels

Father, we lift up before You our government leaders, local and
national. We pray that they will represent Your people well and
return to implementing and upholding Biblical values. We pray
they will have open and listening ears to the concerns of Your
people that they represent, and also hear from You in their daily
tasks, as they consider each decision and the impact of those
decisions.
Let the leaders put the values of the people they represent
above all political and personal gain. Let Your Godly principles
reign once more across our land, locally and nationally.
The Lord’s Prayer begins: “Our Father in Heaven hallowed be
Your name, Your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it
is in heaven” (Matthew 6 v9 and 10).
Let us pray: “Father, we ask that You give our decisionmakers
the courage to make the right decisions, which upholds Your
values in the face of opposition from the world, and the forces
that come against Your Godly principles. In Jesus’ mighty name.
Amen.”

Sunday 29 May: The UEC: sharing the Gospel

As a group of Churches, we continue to support one another and
enjoy times of fellowship, teaching and prayer together. As we
approach Pentecost, the words of Acts 2 v43 and 43 challenge us
once again: “They devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching,
and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Everyone was filled with awe, and many wondrous and
miraculous signs were done by the Apostles.”
As we end this Week of Prayer let us hold fast to our great
commission “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit......and I am with you always to the very end of
the age” (Matt 28 v1920).
Let us pray: “Heavenly Father, we thank You for Your love, and
pray that we may be salt and light  sharing the Gospel, being
eﬀective in our Churches, mutually encouraging and trusting You
to guide us in the days ahead. We pray in the Name of Jesus our
Lord and Saviour. Amen.”
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Monday 23 May: The Witnessing Church

Throughout the world Christians are seeking to share the Gospel
within their communities. Their approaches may diﬀer, including
forms of worship but there is a common bond. Paul wrote
“To those ....called to be saints together with all those who in
every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus, both their Lord
and ours” (1 Cor 1 v2). We are to “walk in a manner worthy of
the calling to which you have been called and ......maintain the
unity of the Spirit” (Ephesians 4 v17).
As we seek to share God’s love, we also recognise that we live in
a world where opinions in all areas of life diﬀer. Charles
Spurgeon, that great 19th century preacher, is quoted as saying
“If you are in Christ and I am in Christ, we cannot be two, we
must be one.”
Let us pray: “Heavenly Father, we thank you for your Church. We
pray that You will fill us with Your Spirit of love that we may be of
one mind seeking to serve You in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

Tuesday 24 May: Ukraine

Let’s remember the people of Ukraine who are suﬀering because
of the Russian invasion. Ukraine has a very religious population
with many Christians actively seeking to show God’s love by
bringing relief to a suﬀering people in many ways. This includes
delivery of food parcels despite hazards on the road, opening the
churches as a place of safety and sanctuary.
“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25: 40).
Let us pray: “Father we pray for the people of Ukraine in their
hour of need especially those who are trapped and cannot get
away, those who need food, those who need warmth from the
cold. We want to remember all those who are suﬀering in any
way. We pray that through all of this suﬀering and fear that
many will find Jesus as their Saviour. We pray also that by your
divine power you can intervene to end this war in a way that
glorifies you. Amen.”

Wednesday 25 May: Families

Despite how much the Government tries to redefine “marriage”
the fact remains: it is still the bedrock for a stable society; many
surveys show this to be so. This is surely the best evidence we
have that God instituted marriage and we should encourage the
Government to make wise laws to protect it. This must include
providing support for any who live in an abusive relationship,
and guidance for bringing up children within family life.
Only one of the Ten Commandments has a promise attached to
it: “Honour your father and your mother, so that you may live
long and that it may go well within you in the land” (Deut 5 v16).
Jesus said of marriage: “What God has joined together let no
one separate” (Mark 10 v9) and St Paul writes: “Children obey
your parents. Parents do not exasperate your children” (Eph 6
v4).
Let us pray: “Father God, we pray for wisdom for parents who
need support in bringing up their children. We pray for
protection and healing for children damaged by bad parenting.
We ask that Christians will come forward to adopt children. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.”

Thursday 26 May: The Persecuted Church

The current population of the world is 7.9billion of which
2.38billion are Christians. That makes Christianity the largest
religion in the world, due to centuries of missionary activities
through to the present day.
However, Christians are the most persecuted people of any
religion, and it’s getting worse – despite the United Nations
charter about “freedom of religion”. For example, the Barnabas
Fund supports Christians in many countries in Africa, the Middle
East, and the Far East especially China and North Korea. Find out
more at www.barnabasfund.org
The Bible reminds us “Carry one another’s burdens and so fulfil
the law of Christ” (Galatians 6 v2) and Jesus said “Blessed are
those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is
the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 5 v10).
Let us pray: “Heavenly Father, we bring before you our fellow
Christians who are even now being persecuted in their own
country. Remind them that we hold them in our prayers. Please
show us how we can be practical as well as prayerful supporters
of them. Amen.”

