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WELCOME FROM THE CHAIRMAN  
Keith Britton

Once again it is my privilege to write the 
Chairman’s welcome for this edition of Prayer 
Focus and I trust you will look forward to 
reading the news from each of the Churches in 
the UEC. 
 
At the time of writing, the Covid restrictions 
are still in place, but we are seeing “light at the 
end of the tunnel” and by the time you read 
this, we may hopefully be free once again to 
enjoy unrestricted contact with friends and 
family.  We will also be able to have true 
Christian fellowship in our services and other 
meetings, and be looking to ways of 
evangelising in a postCovid society. 
 
So, have there been any blessings from the 
pandemic?  A strange question you may be 
thinking, especially if we have experienced the 

loss of a loved one or have had to comfort 
someone who has.  But, from reports I have 
heard, the pandemic has engendered a lot of 
interest from people who would otherwise 
have been completely apathetic to asking why 
it has happened.  People are seeking answers.  
There will of course always be those who want 
to blame God for any misfortune that befalls 
them but, for those who have an open mind, 
what an opportunity to share the Gospel. 
 
I mentioned this in the foreword of the 
previous edition, so I won’t dwell on it again 
except to say that, since then, we have had the 
introduction of the various vaccines which 
have added their own controversies to the 
equation.  So you may have various questions 
relating to where does God fit into all this.  
Such enquiries will pose difficulties, but the 
most important fact is to assure the person 
that God is still in control and, despite their 
understandable objections, He does have our 
best interest at heart. 
 
Again, by the time you read this, your Minister 
will have been invited to a Vision Day where 
the subject under discussion centred around 
the Church and Society in a postCovid World.  
I hope the result of the seminars will provide 
you with information and ideas to equip your 
Church to meet the needs of your local 
community in a relevant way. 
 
Above all, I pray that the God of all peace will 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus and that you will see much blessing 
through your faithful witness and service.  
Amen. 
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CAMBERWELL  
Barrie Gillam, Camberwell Evangelical Church

Greetings to our sister Churches. 
 
The past 14 months has been the most difficult 
time for the Church since the Second World 
War, which was the last time the then church 
building in Warham Street had to be closed. 
 
When possible, we have met for the two 
Sunday Services and midweek Bible Study, 
otherwise we have met via live stream. We 
have greatly missed communal singing. 
 
We are in the unenviable position of seeking 
a pastor to replace Pastor Hintze who is 81 
years old this year. We are looking to the Lord 
to make known to us the man of His choice. 
 

This enforced disruption to our normal 
schedule of meetings has given us time to 
reflect on what we do as a Church and why we 
do it and what we might need to do differently 
going forward. We, like many Churches 
throughout the ages, are faced with the 
dilemma of staying faithful to our conservative 
theology and at the same time reaching out to 
the various communities around the church. 
 
We have a number of folk with long term 
illnesses, please remember them in prayer as 
we do you. 
 
“Except the Lord build the house they labour in 
vain that build it” Psalm 127:1. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST  
Simon Pinchbeck, Promotion Committee 

Saturday May 22nd at Cressing marked the 
return of our Men’s Breakfasts. Dennis and 
the team there put on an excellent “Full 
English” – and our Speaker, Ian McDowell, 
founder of the ministry “Tough Talk”, told us 
his powerful story. 
 
Coming out of the East End of London, going 
from Bodybuilder to Bouncer to Believer, he 
challenged everyone with a “nononsense” 
Gospel message, and a Gospel challenge 
that made us all ask the question, “Are we 
walking in a relationship with Jesus?” 
 
There were 16 people in attendance, 
including the two lovely ladies who helped 
cook the meal. It was just a great 
opportunity to “fellowship” facetoface 

once more, and the conversations – before 
and after breakfast – reflected the comfort 
of being able to sit and talk with one 
another over a meal and cup of tea or 
coffee. 
 
Plans are well 
under way for our 
next Breakfast – 
so watch this 
space for a 
chance to eat, 
fellowship and 
be challenged! 
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• For getting the right 

mixture of gatherings 
in person and on 
Zoom; 

• For those who are 
grieving and those 
who are fearful; 

• For children and 
young people to 
follow Christ; 

• For those needing to 
find work; 

• For Canning Town to 
experience the hope 
and new life found 
only in Christ.  

CANNING TOWN  
Trevor Matthews, Cliff Walk Church 

As in late 2020 the Church leadership 
considered what theme we should have for 
2021, we were united in choosing the words 
God speaks through Isaiah “See, I am doing a 
new thing; Eis que faco uma coisa nova”, 
Isaiah 43 v19. The surrounding verses call on 
us not to dwell on the past but to know God’s 
provision in the wastelands and to proclaim 
His praise wherever we are.  
 
It is such a joy to meet together physically on 
Sundays. We thank God for new people 
starting to attend but long to see others 
return. At the end of May we resumed our 
Saturday morning street outreach and are 
planning other activities to build fellowship 
and to share Christ in the neighbourhood.   
 
We value your prayers: 

The photos show us singing outdoors at Easter and the banner that is seen by 
hundreds of people each day. 
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CORRINGHAM  
June White, Corringham Evangelical Church

On Sunday 14th March 2021 the church re 
opened for people to attend in person by 
booking a seat to keep social distance in place. 
The services continue to be live streamed each 
week for those not attending church. 
 
The youth groups and Coffee Break have been 
kept in touch with on a regular basis. 
 

We continue to meet on Zoom for our Prayer 
Meeting on Tuesday evenings, and the 1st & 
3rd Sunday evenings to share Communion 
followed by Bible Study.  
 
On Easter Sunday morning after the service a 
time of sung worship was held outside. This 
needed to be held on church grounds and as 

CHELMSFORD  
Philip Loose, Grove Road Evangelical Church

We, like everyone else, have had to struggle 
with how we could continue being a 
functioning and Biblical Church during these 
difficult days, when rules and circumstances 
have changed quite frequently.  
 
We livestream our Sunday morning service on 
YouTube, and judging by the number of views 
and by the comments received from those who 
share in the service (either virtually or, when 
possible, by their being in church), these 
services have helped people to continue 
worshipping God and learning from His word 
week by week. It is by these means that they 
find strength and direction to help them 
through all the problems of the week ahead. 
 

Our Tuesday evening Prayer Meetings have 
continued via Zoom. Those able to join the 
meetings find them, and also the Sunday 
evening Zoom times of fellowship, to be a 
source of encouragement, especially for those 
who live on their own. 
Please pray: 
• That as we look to the future, we will first 

of all look to the Lord for His wisdom and 
guidance; 

• That people will start returning to church, 
and that meetings will move from virtual 
space to real world settings and 
“normality” as soon as circumstances 
permit; 

• That new people will come to our church, 
whether other Christians looking for a place 
to worship and a fellowship to be part of, or 
those looking for answers and who are 
willing to open their minds to what the 
Bible says and to the claims of Christ; 

• For new ways of reaching out to the 
community through sharing the Gospel 
with them and for opportunities to serve 
and thus to demonstrate in practical ways 
the love of Christ. 
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CRESSING  
Dennis Ivey, Cressing Evangelical Church

During the first lockdown like every church in 
the land our plans had to be shelved but the 
Church still functioned in some respects. 
Dennis was in the church, on his own, during 
the time of the Saturday prayer meeting and 
the Sunday service in general prayer and in 
response to prayer requests from the 
fellowship. It also allowed him some quite 
time. Sunday sermons were emailed to those 
who were online. 
 
It became clear in the runup to lockdown, 
that there were quite a few families with 
children at the local school, who were in 
food poverty, so we set up a Food Bank to 
serve the local villages. We used the school 
as our distribution point but when the 
school reopened it moved to the church. So 

far, we have delivered over 3,000 bags of 
food.  
 
In September we decided we could run our 
Scarecrow competition with some modifications 
to enliven our sociallydistanced lives. The 
scarecrows were erected in people’s gardens 
and a map was available online so the public 
could follow the trail to see them. The judge was 
driven around to make his deliberations. We also 
used the event to raise some money for the 
Food Bank. We had planned Christmas services 
but because some local families had Covid, we 
decided to be on the safe side and close the 
church down until midFebruary. 
 
Now like so many UEC Churches, we are 
looking forward to a new start. After a lot of 

our church did not have enough room to keep 
the social distance. We used Dry Street Church 
as they have a large garden area.  The music 
group led this time of worship and many songs 
were sung. This also attracted those out for a 
walk and some joined in with the singing. 
 

We thank God that Tot Spot was able to re
open on 21/4/21 – again parents booking a 
place for their child – and look forward to the 
other groups being able to reopen soon. 
 
We would appreciate your prayers as Richard 
Partridge retires as leading Minister at 
Corringham at the end of August. Please pray 
for Chris Mayers who is in the process of being 
interviewed to become leading Minister.
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DAWS HEATH  
Chris Banks, Daws Heath Evangelical Church

We are thankful to the Lord for His goodness 
to us throughout the months of the 
pandemic. He has preserved and kept us for 
which we give Him all the glory. 
  
Between January and March we met on Zoom 
while we were unable to meet physically and 
we were grateful for this facility. It also 
enabled a few people to join our meetings 
who don't normally come to the church. 
  

It has nevertheless been good to be able to 
meet together in person since the beginning 
of April especially for some who felt isolated 
during the lockdowns. Our Thursday evening 
Prayer Meeting continues on Zoom and we 
find this is working well. 
  
Please remember the following in your 
prayers: 
  
• One of our elderly longstanding 

members, Irene Potter is in a care home 
with severe dementia and it is difficult for 
us to communicate with her most of the 
time; 

• Some new houses have been built 
recently near the church and when 
restrictions ease, we look forward to 
being able to visit some of them and 
invite them to our services; 

• The Sunday School children that the Lord 
will move in their hearts and save them 
and also bring others along.

thought and prayer, 
we held three 
Sunday meetings 
(after the service) 
looking at the way 
forward. We 
appraised the ideas 
from the fellowship 
and made plans for 
the future of the 
Church. Each of the three meetings was 
positive and it was good to get so many people 
involved and volunteering.   
 
On Saturday, the 22nd May the Church hosted 

the first UEC Men’s Breakfast for 2021 with 
positive results; read Simon Pinchbeck's report 
in this edition of Prayer Focus.  
 
The only thing this Covid pandemic could not 
stop was grass growing and we have a lot of it 
at Cressing. It is now getting its regular short 
back and sides!  
 
Please pray for:  
• Wisdom in our future decisions; 
• Unity in the Church leadership and the 

Church family; 
• Healing for those who have struggled 

during the pandemic.  
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  EASTWOOD  
Malcolm Richards, Eastwood Evangelical Church

What has changed since last September’s 
report, which commented on the struggles 
that arose with the impositions caused by 
the Covid 19 virus pandemic? Not a lot you 
may say, but we are coming out of the 
restrictions. 
 
However, during these unprecedented times, 
we have been busy by using Zoom each week 
for Sunday Services, Tuesday Prayer Meetings 
and a Friday Social “Coffee & Chat”. Reaching 
out into the community just before Christmas, 
we covered every street in Eastwood in prayer 
on our Prayer Walks. Regular prayer and 
prayer walks were made for Southend 
Hospital when the pandemic was at its worst. 
On Facebook, Simon posted videos containing 
the Sunday messages, and our drivein 
services were filmed in our car park which 
were viewed in Kenya (as well as locally!).  We 
are indebted to Simon for his use of 
technology. 
 
We have supported Eastwood Baptist Church 
who started a Food Bank and have joined 
with them making Christmas Gift Bags (155) 
containing items useful to the residents and 
staff of the three local care homes. This was 
repeated at Easter, with more seasonal items 
including cream eggs. We continue to support 
members who work with Southend Street 
Pastors and Gideons UK: two diverse 
ministries but equally vital. Supported by 
prayer, an opportunity arose for Gideons to 
give 270 New Testaments to Year 7 students 
at one of our local schools. 
 
We are gradually returning to church again 
(no singing, except in the car park). Our 

Rainbow Group has now returned, and 
Leighfields Ladies (who held a Christmas 
celebration within government guidelines) 
will restart before the end of May. Zoom will 
continue for those who cannot return to 
Church.     
 
Contents of Easter gift bags sent to Eastwood 
Care Homes. From this …  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
... to filled Easter Gift Bag.
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GREAT WAKERING  
Steve Farrow, Great Wakering Evangelical Church

Our motto text for 2021 is a reminder that 
with all that is going on around us, as people 
wonder who or what to put their hope in that 
will not fail, we find the answer in Psalm 121 
vv12: "I lift up my eyes to the hills. Where 
does my help come from? My help comes 
from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and 
earth." 
 
After several months of a second lockdown, 
during which time we met virtually via Zoom 
and "broadcast" our services on YouTube, we 
were glad to recommence regular Sunday 
morning services in church from Palm Sunday. 
It is still not quite the same as before, but we 
look forward to the day when we can leave 
our masks off and worship, not just from the 
heart, but with full voices too! 
 
That said, on Easter Sunday morning a few of 
us gathered in the open air for a short Son 
Rise Service where we sang some Easter 
songs and reflected on that first Easter 
Sunday morning. 
 

We continue to upload our sermons on 
YouTube for those who are unable to join us 
in person (as well as those from further afield 
who have been tuning in). We hope to 
recommence our midweek activities very 
soon, starting with Youth Club, Boys' Club and 
Girls' Brigade, as restrictions (hopefully) 
continue to be relaxed. 
 
So please pray for..  
 
• safety and guidance for us as we restart 

activities; 
• that the folk who used to join with us will 

return; 
• and that moving forward we may find 

new ways of reaching out to our 
community with the Good News of the 
Gospel.  

 
And please be assured of our continued 
prayers for all the Churches of the UEC. 

LITTLE TOTHAM  
David & Anne Brewer, Little Totham Evangelical Church

Our fellowship has kept in touch over the 
recent months with a weekly “WhyPay” 
conference phone call, and every Thursday at 
7.15pm we have shared around 30 minutes 
of fellowship, prayer and some thoughts in 
which everyone has taken part.  
 
Last November on Remembrance Sunday 
there was a combined Service on the 

common immediately outside the church and 
I was invited to take part. The village 
attendance was unbelievably good with 
many people present who don’t attend any 
Church.  Making contact with the villagers in 
a context of remembrance is so important 
and we’ll continue to use every opportunity 
that comes our way.  
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Earlier in the year some of the ladies from 
the Church went visiting the older people 
with gift bags containing a few sweets and a  
Bible text. At Easter, similar bags with mini 
eggs and a booklet containing the Easter 
story were given to some of the local 
children. These visits proved encouraging; 
there were a number of interesting 
conversations, no negative responses and we 
want to follow up when we return to some 

normality.  We just pray that fruit will come 
from this seedsowing.  
 
On Saturday 22 May we held “Coffee on the 
Common” to which the whole village was 
invited. This was the first Saturday that an 
event like this would be possible following 
the most recent relaxation of the rules. The 
weather was very unsettled, but a good time 
was anticipated. 

SHOEBURY  
Christine Gostling, MyTownSouthend

This beautiful church never stays idle: this 
second lockdown has seen everything 
updated by painting, rearranging, repairing, 
sanitising and cleaning. We are welcoming 
people back, all very happy to be here. 
 
The workshop which was the former 
storeroom full of broken furniture and 
obsolete objects, is now a thriving space 
where creative minds produce some 
interesting things; beautiful wooden story 
boxes have been made for children with life
limiting conditions. The stories, cards and 
finger puppets were produced by a group of 
young adults with learning difficulties, a 
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wonderful experience! John, our 92yearold 
volunteer made and lined the boxes… 
Macmillan from Southend Hospital run their 
6week Hope courses here and love our 
space. 
 
The garden looks fabulous – vegetables are 
growing, turf and bushes planted. We 
obtained a grant to install a cabin in the 
garden which allows our counsellors to see 
residents free on a onetoone basis. The 
DWP, CAB, Housing and other providers can 
use this as a dropin for residents. 
 
U3A groups and sewing projects are thriving 
in a sociallydistanced way. Come and see this 
work yourselves: you will be most welcome! 

The Balm of Gilead Church worships here on 
Sundays and is a wonderful addition. They are 
out and about in the community, spreading 
the word and seeing more and more people 
attend on Sundays. They are a group of 
people who are happy to work alongside us 
in every way possible. 

  
Balm of Gilead Church, Southend, Grace Habbershaw

“Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and 
will raise up the ageold foundations; you will 
be called Repairer of Broken Walls,  Restorer of 
Streets with Dwellings.” Isaiah 58:12.  
 
We are so thankful to the UEC for allowing us 
to use their premises in Shoebury as a meeting 
place for our services to the community on 
Sundays. Only Jesus, in the middle of a 
lockdown that saw many churches close, can 
open up the door of opportunity for the birthing 
of a new work in Him! 
 
Life as we knew it was suddenly “cut across” by 
the lockdown, stopping us in our tracks – but 
giving us time to contemplate what our life 
journey is all about. However, in all the grief, 
fear, loss and suffering, there is a healing release 
to come as we write the next chapter of our 
lives individually, and as community together.  
 

So we look forward to really engaging with the 
local community, and we so appreciate 
Christine and Brian of MyTownSouthend who 
have made us feel so welcome. As we share 
ideas and navigate the new normal for the 
various uses of the church, I believe for a real 
crossover of skills, ideas, vision and connect
ability to see people set free and being blessed 
in so many ways.
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  SOUTHEND  
Nola Hoggard, Southend Evangelical Church

Greetings to you all brothers and sisters in 
Christ; as I write this the sun is shining in 
Southend and the town is very busy with 
visitors as we slowly begin to open up again 
after lockdown. We are thankful to God for 
bringing us all safely through the pandemic 
and trust He will continue to keep us safe.   
 
Church has opened again, albeit with social 
distancing, and so far, we have had all 
available seats taken and have even had to 
extend into the back room!  We are still 
zooming too for those not ready to return to 
church.  No new visitors as yet, but as we had 
107 Bibles taken from our Bible box, I think Bill 
was relieved they didn’t all turn up!  We are 
aware that lots of our footfall is from all over 
Southend with us being centrally positioned in 
the town, so we pray that some of those that 
took Bibles have connected with local 
Churches.  
 
During the time of church closure, we took 
opportunity to undertake lots of DIY jobs in 

the building – painting etc – and are fortunate 
to have a brilliant handyman who has done a 
fantastic job. We also took the opportunity to 
get builders to erect our brandnew cross on 
the front wall of the church. 
  
The membership felt it was time we had this 
– to reflect what we are all about. A constant 
reminder that “Jesus, … for the joy that was 
set before Him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2).

WOMEN’S DAY CONFERENCE  
Christine Oxenham

The Promotion Committee is planning a 
Women’s Day Conference, following the 
success of the two previous events. The main 
change is the postponement of the event from 
June to Saturday 4 September 2021. 
 
We have booked Cressing Evangelical Church 
as the ideal “venue of choice” and are 
delighted to confirm that Nola Hoggard will be 
the Guest Speaker. She is the Church Worker 
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at Southend EC, working alongside her 
husband Bill who is the Minister there. Nola is 
wellknown locally and nationally as a gifted 
speaker, and with a conference title of Does 
God Still Talk to Us Today? we are sure it will 
be both a challenge and a blessing. Do put the 
date in your diary! 
 
With so many pressures on women these days 
– family, Church commitments, a day job or 
career, hobbies, visiting or caring for loved 
ones – it is easy to conclude that a day away 
from all these is not possible. However, we 
invite you to consider precisely that: a day 
away in the good company of other women, 
time for stillness in His presence, learning more 
of God’s ways and His will for you, could be the 

very “recharging of batteries” that will help you 
manage the busyness of daily life.  
 
So, do look out for the details, or contact the 
UEC office.

VISION DAY  
Christopher Banks, Ministerial Committee

As I write this in midMay, the UEC is looking 
forward to our Vision Day on Saturday 12th 
June, God willing, which is an opportunity for 
the Ministers and other invited guests to 
meet together. 
  
The past 12 to 18 months have been 
unprecedented for all of us and the 
Ministerial Committee felt a burden to seek 
to address the present situation at our Vision 
Day. Our main topics for discussion will be: 
 
• Emerging from a postCOVID world; 
• Evangelism in a postCOVID;  
• Reaching the Millennial generation with 

the Gospel. 
 
We have invited Andy du Feu to facilitate the 
day, as he has particular experience in these 
areas. He is currently  the Executive Director 
of Moorlands College, where he directs youth 

work and theology studies and oversees 
many evangelistic partnerships. Andy is 
currently working on a PhD in digital theology. 
 
We will seek to give a report of the Vision Day 
in due course but please pray for the Lord's 
blessing to rest upon the day.
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STANFORD LE HOPE  
Steve Budd, Fresh Hope Community Church

“Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the 
land and enjoy safe pasture. Take delight in 
the Lord, and he will give you the desires of 
your heart” Psalm 37:34 (NIVUK). 
  
As we look forward to meeting facetoface 
with our congregation, it will be a delight and 
joy to pray and worship together. 
  
In our Autumn 2020 article we stated that no 
one had caught Covid19 but unfortunately a 
couple in the Church did catch it. The male 
member was very ill and in bed not eating or 
drinking. We contacted the congregation and 
we prayed continuously that day and God 
heard our cry and they both began to 
improve; we carried on praying for them and 
they are now both fully recovered. PRAISE 
GOD!! There is another member who has 
been very unwell and even as I write he is in 
hospital, we are praying and believing God for 
full recovery for him. 
  
Some men from the Church have been 
working in the chapel, doing repairs and 
painting and we are truly grateful for their 

hard work and commitment. Thank you guys. 
  
As leaders we have been seeking God for 
direction; we want to be doing God’s will and 
not our own, and I’m sure it is the same for 
all of us as leaders of Churches. We are 
excited and believe God can and wants to do 
something new – His way. He is beginning to 
show us the way so we can plan and prepare 
in time for when “normal” life resumes. Jesus 
said to His disciples, “The harvest is great, 
but the workers are few. So pray to the Lord 
who is in charge of the harvest; ask Him to 
send more workers into His fields” Matthew 
9:3738 (NLT). 
  
Please continue to pray for our dear brother 
Graham. 
  
Let’s hope and pray that as the government 
lockdown restrictions lift, we will all be back 
in our local churches soon, worshipping freely, 
to give the glory to God. Amen.
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STANWAY  
Sharon Pearce, Stanway Evangelical Church

By the time this comes out hopefully we will 
be free (or nearly) of Covid restrictions. 
  
During the time we couldn’t meet at the 
church, the foyer was decorated with displays 
to commemorate Remembrance Day, 
Christmas, Mother’s Day and Easter for 
people passing by to enjoy. 
 
We have started a Scripture Reading Group, 
working through books of the Bible by 
recording passages and posting on WhatsApp 
for others to listen to. Also, our challenge this 
year is a weekly Scripture memory verse for 
us to learn, with helpful acronyms to jog our 
memories.  
 

Our church doors reopened on Good Friday 
and since then we have accommodated as 
many as we can with social distancing at 
Sunday services. The Kids Church has now 
returned to the Church premises and slowly 
things seem to be returning to normal!  
 
There are men’s and women’s ministries now 
in place and we look forward to new and 
exciting things to come at SEC including an 
extension and internal changes to our church 
building. 
 
Through these tough times God has been a 
comfort to us all and we thank Him and praise 
Him for keeping us safe in the knowledge that 
He will never leave us nor forsake us.  
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WICKFORD  
Keith Britton, Wickford Evangelical Church

We are pleased to announce that the Sunday 
morning services at our church restarted on 
Easter Sunday.  Although the continuing 
restrictions of masks and distancing detract 
from the full fellowship we desire, yet it is 
good to be able meet in person once more. 
 
Our midweek Bible Study, however, still takes 
place via Zoom (as the picture shows), but not 
everyone who normally attends has the 
technology to join in, so we look forward to 
when these meetings can resume as before. 
 
Our youth meeting, likewise, takes the form 
of online quizzes and games, with discussions 
and a Bible session to finish.  We are thankful 
that our young people are keen to maintain 
contact – even ‘at a distance’. 
 

Our prayer request is that Christians will not 
become complacent or too used to not having 
to go to church.  Instead, there will be a 
renewed vigour and a real desire to let people 
know there is something – Someone – greater 
than Covid and the fear and dread that it 
imparts. 
 
We lift each of our sister Churches before the 
Lord as we are aware that you have all 
suffered in similar ways, and we pray that you 
may also be blessed in seeing, not only your 
regular worshippers return, but new folk 
seeking answers – and that you will have the 
privilege of introducing them to the Saviour.
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WITHAM  
David Howson, Valley Church

Praise the Lord! We started meeting in the 
church for Sunday worship on Easter Day. It’s 
spaced out, so fewer seats, and everyone 
wearing masks. In fact on one Sunday 
recently we had to move around a little to fit 
everyone in! God is good! Sunday School is 
also part of the morning service, as shown in 
the photos. 
 
Valley Tots have been meeting outside during 
recent weeks to be Covidcompliant. Last 
Tuesday they met indoors for the first time. 
There has been a lot of interest from mums 
in Witham and a good friendly atmosphere 
ensures they enjoy themselves, adults as well 
as the children. A Bible story and songs 
ensure that a simple message is given each 
week. We continue the Tuesday prayer
walking on the estate nearest to church with 
some longterm contacts being maintained. 
 
During lockdown we installed a much
needed AudioVisual System to replace the 
steam driven system which gave us so many 
headaches. We are now 21st century 
compliant! 
 

Praise: 
• That the Lord has kept and protected our 

Church family during these difficult 
months on lockdown; 

• For God’s provision in the little things we 
take for granted as well as the big 
noticeable things. 

 
Prayer: 
• Continue to pray for revival. We would 

pray particularly for Witham but Britain 
needs Jesus. May it start with us! 

• For healing of those with longer term 
ailments. And that peace may reign in 
their hearts; 

• For wisdom as we continue to look for 
God’s man to lead Valley Church. And of 
course, for patience as we wait for His 
good timing. 

 
God is good. 



PRAYER FOCUS  SPRING/SUMMER 2021    19

DIARY DATES  
Please note the following for your diaries and your prayers  
(and also be aware that some dates have been changed):

Thurs 8 April: Finance Committee, Rayleigh 11am 
 
Mon 17 May: Ministerial Committee, Rayleigh 7.30pm 
Sat 22 May: Men’s Breakfast, Cressing EC (for UEC Churches in mid and north Essex;  

an equivalent Breakfast is planned for Churches in south Essex sometime in 
the autumn) 

  
Tues 8 June: Promotion Committee, 7.30pm, Rayleigh 
Sat 12 June: UEC Vision Day for Ministers and Guests, all day 
Tues 22 June: Finance Committee, Rayleigh, 11am 
  
Tues 6 July: Board meeting, Rayleigh, 7.30pm 
Sat 10 July: Faith Matters Day, Rayleigh 10am to 12 noon.  

Guest Speaker: Simon Pinchbeck: “Blessings, Challenges and Priorities” 
  
Mon 23 Aug: Ministerial Committee, Rayleigh, 7.30pm 
  
Sat 4 Sept: Women’s Day Conference, Cressing. Guest Speaker: Nola Hoggard 
Thurs 9 Sept: Finance Committee, Rayleigh, 11am 
Sat 25 Sept: UEC Family Day, Rayleigh, all day, with special Guest Speaker, Keith White, 

Director of Mill Grove Homes, and international speaker and writer on child 
development and the resources of the Christian faith 

  
Sat 9 Oct: Faith Matters Day, Rayleigh 10am to 12 noon.  

Guest Speaker: Revd Christopher Smith: “How St Luke’s Church planted  
St Mark’s Church” 

  
Thurs 11 Nov: Finance Committee, Rayleigh, 11am 
Thurs 18 Nov: Board meeting, Rayleigh, 7.30pm

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,  
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  
plans to give you hope and a future” (Jeremiah 29 v11).



Like us on Facebook  facebook.com/UECUK 
 
Follow us on Twitter  @UECUK 
 
Visit our website  www.uecchurches.net
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