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WELCOME FROM THE CHAIRMAN  
Keith Britton

Once again I have both the privilege, and 
responsibility, of writing this foreword. 
 
A privilege as it allows me to encourage you, 
as you to come together as a Church – or as 
you pray on your own – to utilise the most 
powerful weapon we have in our armoury.  
Ephesians ch 6, where we have listed the full 
armour of God, concludes with this command, 
“Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds 
of prayers and requests” (v18).  Note the 
repetition of the word “all’.  We are to pray on 
all occasions, not just desperate pleas when 
there are great needs but also grateful thanks 
as we reflect on the many blessings that are 
ours every day.   
 
Then we are encouraged to use all kinds of 
prayers and requests. These can be the “arrow” 
prayers like Nehemiah’s (Neh 2v4) when we 
have no time to think up pleasing words, or 

they can be the silent desires of our hearts as 
we contemplate the greatness of our God. 
 
But it is also a responsibility, as I try to convey 
the necessity and urgency of loving prayer for 
the continuation and the unity of our group of 
Churches.  Yes, it is necessary in this day and 
age due to the pace at which we often live, and 
it is urgent because of the plight of some of our 
Churches.  During my time in the UEC, I have 
witnessed the sad demise of a number of 
Churches and, even now, there are some that 
are struggling.  It is easy to lament the former 
days when people had the desire to go to 
church, when there was a hunger for God’s 
Word and for mutual fellowship, but alas, we 
now live in a largely apathetic society. 
 
So what is the answer?  Prayer and 
encouragement.  If God has given us the gift of 
ministry, of visitation, of giving or indeed 
anything else that would benefit a Church or 
an individual, then ask Him to direct you to 
employing that gift.  But above all, pray.  Prayer 
is a gift every Christian has at their disposal – 
and should be used.  You may be pleasantly 
surprised at the outcome of earnest, faithful 
prayer – and this magazine is here to help you.  
 
So, I encourage you to read it, not just for 
information but as fuel for prayer.  Come 
alongside your brothers and sisters and lift 
them up before the throne of grace.  
Remember PUSH (pray until something 
happens).  God delights to hear His children 
pray and “the prayer of the righteous is 
powerful and effective” (James 5v16).  May 
that be our experience as we put God’s gift into 
practice. 
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CAMBERWELL  
Fred Hintze, Camberwell Evangelical Church

Since the previous 
edition of Prayer Focus, 
our life and activities 
have followed the usual 
pattern. We have much 
to thank God for. 
 
The young peoples’ 
work also continues. 
During the Easter 
holiday our annual 
Children’s Holiday 
Special will be running, 
an outreach which 
usually sees up to 100 
young people attend. 
We are grateful for the 
faithful attendance of 
adults who help with 
the running of these 
meetings and events – all voluntarily offered 
of course.  
 
Sunday Services continue to be wellattended 
and we are “steady as we go”. Our minibus 
has gone to a Church in Bradford, and so we 
rely on our own cars to transport our people 
to and from the OpenAir Meetings held 
about a mile from the church. As in previous 
years, we will receive a group of young people 
from Holland, which we trust will be a 
mutuallyblessed time. Recently a young lady 
from Portugal (via Oxford!) has started 
worshipping with us. 
 
We continue to uphold other UEC Churches 
in our prayers. We share with you some 
specific points for the life of our fellowship 
here at Camberwell: 
 

• Camberwell continues to be a difficult 
area to live in. Please pray for the safety 
of all our members, especially the young 
people. 

 
• Although we are a busy Church, we need 

to hear and understand God’s will for us 
at this time. Please pray for us as we 
consider how to reach out to the young 
people in our part of southeast London. 

 
• Many of our most stalwart helpers are in 

their 50s, 60s and 70s, several with 
serious underlying health conditions. We 
are struggling against the effects of the 
coronavirus. Please pray that God will 
raise up younger folk willing to take on 
various responsibilities of leadership in 
due course. 

Used with acknowledgement to Google© 2020
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CANNING TOWN  
Leandro Merigio, Cliff Walk Church 

Greetings in Christ Jesus, 
 
It has been a time of great 
challenges and new 
activities here at Cliff Walk 
Church. 
 
In October of last year, we 
participated together with 
the New Way Project in a 
work with the homeless 
people in our area, and that 
was very gratifying for our 
Church. 
 
We started our year with 
the Week of Prayer & 
Testimony Service, where we were able to 
hear from some people the wonders that the 
Lord Jesus has done in their lives.  
 
Our theme for 2020 is “Let your light shine,” 
based on Matthew 5:16. And our focus has 
been on how we can make a difference in the 

lives of people around us and in our 
community. 
 
Recently, we held a Tea Afternoon for women, 
where we also addressed the theme 
“Spiritual and Emotional Health”. 
 

Please be in prayer for our Easter 
programmes. We will start again the 
Coffee Morning Outreach in April. 
 
Pray also for the youth of our 
Church, which have participated in 
many events organized in our 
neighbourhood by Youth for Christ. 
 
May the peace of our Lord Jesus, 
the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all today and forever! 
Amen. 

CHELMSFORD  
Mark Parrott, Grove Road Evangelical Church

On a personal level, I would like to give thanks 
for the safe arrival of our first grandchild, 
Clara Joy, born 17th February 2020. Praise God 
for this precious gift of new life.  
 
Speaking of new life, we give thanks for the 
conversion of a young Iranian man, A… (name 
withheld) from a Shi’a Muslim background 
and in whose heart the LORD had been 
working, prior to his coming to Church. He is 
having regular, weekly Bible studies which he 
describes as the “highlight” of his week, aside 
from Church on a Sunday morning. He is so 
hungry for the word of God that he has asked 
if we can have two sessions a week! I am 
praying that in the next Prayer Focus report, 
he will have been baptized. Pray for his family 
back in Iran, especially his mother, still a 
Muslim, but who has begun praying to Isa 
(Jesus). 
 
Speaking of the Shi’a community, I had the 
opportunity in the leadup to Christmas in my 
role with Gospel First Ministries to take part 
in a discussion evening in southwest London 

on the subject of The 
Virgin Birth, which 
seemed to be well 
received. A followup 
meeting has been 
arranged Easter time on 
The Crucifixion of Jesus, 
this time taking place in 
the Mosque. I’m trying to 
arrange a similar 
discussion evening with 
the Sunni community 
here in Chelmsford. Pray 
for fruit from these 

meetings and that any planned for the future 
would come to fruition.   
 
Regarding the life of the Church here at Grove 
Road, one or two other newcomers have 
been attending regularly, for which we give 
thanks. Another of our longstanding 
attendees went to be with the LORD just 
before Christmas and I had the privilege of 
preaching the Gospel at the funeral service. 
Pray for unsaved family members who 
attended.    
 
Pray for the needs of the members, some of 
which are personal and pressing, and for 
renewed vision for the future as we plan 
ahead e.g. how to use the VE Day celebrations 
evangelistically. 
     
If you would like to receive Mark’s News & 
Prayer Letter regarding his ministry amongst 
Muslims, then please contact him directly via 
email: mark@grecuk.co.uk. He is available to 
share about this work at any of our Churches.
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CORRINGHAM  
June White, Corringham Evangelical Church

Our verse for 2020 is:  Matthew 28 v 19. 
 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”. 
 
In September we had a course for Evangelism 
Training led by Rob Santer. We met on Friday 
evening (when Russell Godward was the 
speaker) then all day on Saturday.  This was 
entitled “411 Discipleship” the meaning of 
411 is: 4 Questions (1) Why, 2) Who, 3) What, 
4) When), 1 Piece of Paper, 1 Hour.  After 
listening we were asked to use this teaching 
on another person to help us take in and 
remember what we had learnt.  On Saturday 
after lunch we were encouraged to put this 
into practice and went out in two’s in the local 
neighbourhood near the church, knocking on 
doors asking if people needed prayer.  When 

we came back together we discussed the 
responses we received. 
 
Who Let The Dads Out (WLTDO) started in 
October. They meet the first Saturday of each 
month from 8.30am to 10.30am. This is a 
time for dads to spend some time with their 
children, and enjoy a bacon sandwich.  This 
has been well attended and new contacts 
have been made which is very encouraging. 
 
Tot Spot and Coffee Break held coffee 
mornings for Macmillan in September and 
between then raised £200. 
 
We thank God for all the outreach activities 
last year and pray for those planned for this 
year. Please continue to pray for Richard, 
Chris and the Deacons for wisdom in leading 
the fellowship.



CRESSING  
Wendy Tilbury, Cressing Evangelical Church

It’s always good to look back as well as 
looking forward, especially regarding our 
relationship with our local community.  
 
After years of holding our Christmas Tree 
Festival we have decided to have a rethink for 
new ideas for this time of the year because 
we had a good response from the community 
for our first Scarecrow Festival in the Autumn 
that we still have not managed at Christmas. 
With this in mind, we be will having our first 
traditional Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Bonnet 
Competition on Easter Sunday, and during the 
summer holidays we are going to build a crazy 
golf course with a Bible theme i.e. Jonah and 
the whale, Daniel in the lion’s den, crossing 
the Red Sea and so on. 
 
We have started off the year with our third 
Late, Late Burns Night and each year it is 
attracting more people from outside the 
Church. This year six people from the village 
came and it’s the first time they have set foot 
in our Church. 

This year we will follow the next step in the 
Christianity Explored course with the 
Discipleship Course. Also, we are looking 
forward to welcoming the Women’s Day 

Conference event again 
this year, and if your 
Church would like to use 
our venue for Fellowship 
events then please get in 
touch. 
 
The Chaplaincy work, 
school, and support of the 
local events group 
continues and we have 
now started supporting 
Cressing School Breakfast 
Club. Looking ahead, the 
house building around 
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  Cressing has started on the site furthest from 
the church on the opposite side of the main 
road, but there are plans to build homes on 
our side of the road. This road divides 
Cressing into two separate villages and always 
has been a barrier to Church growth. 
   
Older folk will know Iris Pease who has been 
very active in the church over many years. She 
had a stroke last year which left her 
debilitated but she was a great witness to the 
Lord right to the end, when she was called 
home recently.  
 

Prayer requests: 
• For Iris' family, that they might come to 

know the Lord; 
 

• That the Christianity Explored Course will 
reap a harvest; 

 
• That families who move into the new 

homes will be attracted to our Church 
and we will be able to restart the Youth 
Clubs; 

 
• Wisdom to know what to lay down and 

what continue. 

  

The Faith Matters Day on 4 April has now 
been postponed, but as its Guest Speaker, I 
would like to bring to your attention the need 
to be aware of the challenges posed by the 
progress of Islam in this country. Consider the 
following: 
 

• There are 1.8 billion Muslims in the 
world today, 24.1% of the world’s 
population (that’s one in four). 

 
• As such, it is the world’s secondlargest 

religion, and also the fasted growing. 
 
• At the current rate of growth, it will be 

the world’s largest religion by the year 
2070. 

 
• In the UK, there are approximately 3 

million Muslims, one third of those 
living in our capital city (that’s one in 
seven of London’s citizens). 

• It has been claimed that by 2050, Britain 
will be a Muslimmajority country 
(though this estimate is open to 
debate). It is certain to overtake 
Christianity as the largest religious 
grouping (on current growth levels). 

 
• What unique challenges does Islam 

bring? 
 
• Is the Church equipped to meet this 

challenge? 
 
• How can you engage with your Muslim 

neighbour, work colleague, friend? 
 

The Faith Matters Day may well have been 
postponed, but the issue won't go away: how 
do we rise to the challenge of Islam? If I can 
visit your Church for an uptodate 
presentation, please get in touch with me. I 
will be happy to explain and encourage.

WHAT DO MUSLIMS REALLY BELIEVE?  
Mark Parrott



EASTWOOD  
Malcolm Richards, Eastwood Evangelical Church

So, we are now into a new Year and a New 
Decade, and doubtless this will be another 
challenging year.  
  
The world is in turmoil with the outbreak of the 
voronavirus and how quickly it is spreading. 
But how are things going locally?  Well, our 
Brownies and Rainbows and Mums & Tots still 
come to our Café Church services, so we 
regularly get 60  70 + to these events.   
 
Our Easter Programme will consist of a 
Communion Service on Maundy Thursday 
followed by a Walk of Witness with other local 
fellowships on Good Friday followed by the 
Easter Sunday Celebrations. 
 
We are seeing new people come to the church, 
for which we thank God, and trust that they 
will be blessed as they worship with us. We are 
continuing to reach out into the community, 
and in this connection, we decided to hold a 
special fundraising Cake Baking Competition 
(see the photograph). We had many cakes 
entered into this from Church members and 
friends as this event was to help raise funds to 
send a 13 year old girl to America for treatment 
(as it wasn’t available in this country) for a 
brain tumour, but sadly she passed way before 

10    PRAYER FOCUS  SPRING 2020 PRAYER FOCUS  SPRING 2020    11

DAWS HEATH  
Chris Banks, Daws Heath Evangelical Church

The fellowship at Daws Heath continues to 
give thanks to the Lord for all His goodness 
towards us, both as individuals and as a 
Church. 
 
We would value your prayers for the following: 
 

• That people from the village and 
surrounding area would be saved; 

 
• The children from the Sunday School. 

We are thankful for those who come 
regularly, but are concerned for two of 
them who we have not seen regularly for 
some months; 

 
• In July we will be holding a stall at the 

Village Fayre as we did last year, and we 
pray that this will give us an opportunity 
to share the Gospel with local people; 

 
• That all we do may glorify the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

this treatment could start.  
 
Also, in our community work, we had jointly 
run a Christians Against Poverty Course with 
Eastwood Baptist, and as a result Simon, our 
Minister, has been asked by local Social 
Services to present this course at a meeting of 
all their Social Workers. 
 
As to our regular activities, Leighfields Ladies 
still meet. We have a regular core of children 
who attend our Kids on Monday Club. Mums 
& Tots is still well attended, as is Ispycraft, a 
craft session run by Linda Werrett (see the 
photograph). 
 
Four of our Leadership Team have been on 
courses run by Kintsugi Hope Wellbeing Group 
and as a result we are planning a pilot course 
with Kintsugi Hope starting in March entitled 
Disappointment and Loss.  
 
We are continuing our “Prayer Space” on 
Tuesdays and they usually attract a good 
attendance.   
 
“Then many will give thanks on our behalf for 
the gracious favour granted us in answer to the 
prayers of many”. 2 Cor. 1:11

MEN’S BREAKFAST  
Steve Hensley 

The latest Men’s 
Breakfast was on 9th 
November 2019, our 
speaker was Matt 
Baker from an 
organisation called 

Sports Chaplaincy UK. These are men and 
women who want to make Jesus known in the 
sports clubs covering all sporting activities 
from  football, rugby, athletics etc. 
 
The breakfast had an attendance of around 28 
guys, all very interested in the work of the 
Sports Chaplaincy UK. 
 
Our next Men’s Breakfast was due to take place 
on 21st March 2020 and our speaker would 
have been an ex policeman from Leicester, his 

name is Gasky (Paul Gask), speaking about 
Men and Mental Health. He is part of the CVM 
team and has a CVM / mental health clip on 
YouTube which is worth watching. Sadly this 
event has had to be postponed. 
 
These events are free (there is a donation box) 
but it is advisable to book as we do have a 
maximum limit (and need to know for catering 
purposes). 
 
Please keep covering these events in prayer for 
the speakers and the men that come along. 
 
And a BIG Thank You for everyone who helps 
to make these events work. 
 
To God be the glory.
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GREAT WAKERING  
Steve Farrow, Great Wakering Evangelical Church

Greetings to all our sister Churches in the 
UEC! 
 
Our big news is that after many months  with 
a few delays along the way  our new front 
entrance is finally complete. It was a delight 
to host a concert by our village Community 
Choir just before Christmas and welcome 
people in through the new doors  the church 
was full, both on that occasion and also for 
our Carols by Candlelight service. 
 
Our motto text for 2020 reminds us that, 
despite all the changes and uncertainties in 
our fast moving world, we worship a God who 
has promised that "I, the Lord, do not change" 
(Malachi 3 v6). 
 
We are currently looking into ways of 
stepping up our evangelism and outreach into 
the village, in addition to our various weekly 
activities which continue to be fairly well 
supported by both young and notsoyoung. 
 
So please pray for  

• Guidance for us as we reach out to our 

community, particularly as we hope to 
run Christianity Explored in the near 
future; 

 
• Those who come to the regular 

activities, that they may also be moved 
to join us on Sundays and hear the Word 
preached and taught; 

 
• Steve, as he continues to balance an 

increasingly busy day job, preaching and 
pastoral responsibilities, and work 
within the UEC (as well as family life!). 

 
And please be assured of our continued 
prayers for all the Churches of the UEC. 

LITTLE TOTHAM  
David Brewer and Nick Wager, Little Totham Evangelical Church

It’s always exciting when we are able to lend 
practical support a project overseas and 
shortly afterwards see a tangible result.   
 
Last summer our attention was drawn to a 
Church in the Philippines that also ran a 
school. The school needed a new building 

and playground but needed funds. As a 
fellowship we decided to help with a special 
offering.  Our offerings and special gifts will 
actually contribute to a new playground 
facility, which has yet to be constructed. The 
cost of this project is around £500 to £700, 
and we have sent enough to cover it. All 

being well, the playground will be completed 
by the time the school officially opens in 
early June 2020. Someone else has funded 
the majority of the main school building, but 
some special funding from us has already 
helped to build the foundations and some of 
the walls. We have just received pictures of 
the completed building. One member of our 
fellowship also produced some knitted pencil 
cases for the Filipino school and there is a 
photo of some of the school children holding 
up the pencil cases which they very recently 
received. 
 
On a sad note, the Filipino Pastor’s wife died 
whilst the building was under construction. 
We’ve been praying particularly for the 
Pastor, who continues to lead the Church but 
without his wife.     
 

Our own Church continues each Sunday and 
some of us also meet during the week.  On 
Sunday mornings we have times of open 
prayer and we have witnessed some 
encouraging answers. In particular we have 
been praying for a young man who recently 
had a second kidney transplant. A first 
transplant was rejected and the man  who 
has just turned 30  had to give up work. Our 
information is that so far the recent 
operation has been successful and that the 
young man wants to return to work. We will 
continue to pray that he will be able to work 
and that his health continues to improve. We 
also pray that he’ll be made aware of our 
prayers and want to know more. 
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SHOEBURY  
Howard Gardner

Last October we reported that Sunday 
Services provided by Mark Hobbs had been 
discontinued. We had hoped that a new 
congregation could be formed so that 
Sunday worship would continue, together 
with outreach activities and relational links 
with MyTownSouthend.  
 
So far this has not happened, but 
MyTownSouthend continues it good work in 
the community, with a range of activities 
here at Shoebury. The building itself is in 
good condition, and we envisage all the 
weekday activities and courses provided by 
MyTownSouthend will continue and 
flourish. 
 
If there are any developments for restarting 
the Sunday Services, we 
will let you know. 
However, the impact of 
the coronavirus will 
continue for some time. 
 
We understand that 
MyTownSouthend has 
been joined by three 
local volunteers who 
have over the past 
month have been 
converting the room at 
the back of the building 
into a repair shop, 
where local people can 
bring along broken 
items and hopefully 
have them repaired; or 
they can learn to sew 
using one of the sewing 

machines, creating something for 
themselves or repurposing an old outfit into 
something new – all free activities offered 
to our Shoebury residents. 
 
In its bid to make Shoebury plasticbagfree 
MyTownSouthend has teamed up with The 
Red Hot Stitchers and Boomerang Bags ... 
where you can come along and collect a 
pack for a small donation and either make 
the plastic free bag at home or join one of 
the groups at the Hub and learn to sew 
whilst making your own bag!!!!! 
 
In the very near future MyTownSouthend 
will also be offering free social activities 
such as quizzes, afternoon tea, legal advice 
and companionship for the lonely. 

  SOUTHEND  
Nola Hoggard, Southend Evangelical Church

Greetings from Southend Evangelical Church.   
God is good and we here in sunny Southend 
are incredibly blessed. 
 
We have seen such a steady growth over the 
past three years and are really thankful to 
God for our very mixed congregation.  We 
have also had two young folk give their lives 
to the Lord since the previous edition of 
Prayer Focus so we are thankful that they are 
now part of God’s Kingdom and give Him all 
the praise and glory for our new brother and 
sister in Christ.  
 
We continue to reach out to the community 
with our monthly Lunch Club and there is a 
picture of the folk who arrived early for our 
Christmas lunch in December. Some of them 
also joined us on Christmas day and a good 
time was had by us all.  
 
Because of the growth, and the new life, our 
preaching rota for this year is focused on 

discipleship and the 
fundamentals of our faith: 
sin and its consequences, 
grace, justice and mercy and 
God’s wonderful gift of 
salvation.   Bill and I took 
some time out in February to 
seek the Lord about the 
future here in this Church, 
and we felt very strongly that 
the Lord asked us to  
“Strengthen the weak hands 
and make firm the feeble 
knees” (Isaiah 35:3). We look 
to Him to help us to do that. 

 
The Churches’ Winter Night Shelters in 
Southend have just finished for the season, 
and 150 guests were given a bed for the night, 
a hot meal and breakfast before they set off 
the next morning.  Seven different Churches 
across our town give up their space so the 
homeless can be accommodated and many 
volunteers  give lots of hours to this 
wonderful ministry; we are pleased as a 
Church to be a part of Love Southend (which 
is a group of Church leaders from all 
denominations across the borough). We pray 
and work together to see God’s Kingdom 
come in our town. We coordinate the night 
shelters, along with our fabulous Street 
Pastors, and have a volunteer Chaplain who 
regularly visits the Royals Shopping Centre to 
show God’s love to people.  
 
We would ask that you pray for our fabulous 
Leadership Team as we journey together 
through the exciting times that God has 
prepared for us. 
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STANFORD LE HOPE  
Graham Marshall, Fresh Hope Community Church

This morning was a typical FHC service. 
Reverent but enthusiastic worship (we love to 
worship!) we love to glorify God through 
testimony and we love to pray and listen to 
God’s Word preached.   
 
During a recent holiday, I visited a number of 
“big, successful” Churches to see what they 
have or do that we do not. But dear friends, I 
found no obvious answers.  I saw nothing really 
that we do not have or do! So we press on, 
confident that as we look to Jesus, as we ensure 

that we are in a right relationship with Him, He 
will use us for His glory and according to His will, 
at just the right time and in just the right way. 
 
Nevertheless, we will be putting much greater 
effort into showing our support for five 
important Christian ministries in our area, 
including Christians Against Poverty and 
Foodbank, as well as the MADE course, which 
works with local young children struggling in 
our schools, and which uses our chapel 
premises to carry out this wonderful work.  
 

STANWAY  
Ray Pearce, Stanway Evangelical Church

Since the previous Prayer Focus there has 
been lots happening at Stanway.  
 
In the latter part of last year we welcomed 17 
new people into membership, many with 
young families. This in 
turn has also boosted 
numbers in our 
Sunday morning 
“Sonseekers” and 
“C4C” and F2G 
groups. We also have 
a new website where 
you can view the 
many other activities 
taking place at SEC. 
 
Our various Christmas 
services were well 
attended, especially 

WOMEN’S DAY CONFERENCE  
Christine Oxenham

Once again the Promotion Committee is 
planning a Women’s Day Conference, following 
the success of the two previous events. 
 
We have booked Cressing Evangelical Church as 
the ideal “venue of choice” and are delighted 
to confirm that Nola Hoggard will be the Guest 

Speaker. Nola is the Church Worker at 
Southend EC (working alongside her husband 
Bill who is the Minister) and is wellknown 
locally and nationally as a gifted speaker. The 
date is Saturday 27th June 2020, with the 
subject: How does God speak to us Today? 
 
With so many pressures on ladies these days – 
family, Church commitments, a day job or 
career, hobbies, visiting or caring for loved 
ones – it is easy to conclude that a day away 
from all these is not possible. However, we 
invite you to consider precisely that: a day 
away in the good company of other ladies, 
learning more of God’s ways and His will for 
you, time for stillness in His presence, could be 
the very “recharging of batteries” that will help 
you manage the busyness of daily life.  
 
So, do look out for the details, or contact the 
UEC office. 

The number of people who worship with us is 
still low, and it seems to be two steps forward 
and one step back, but I believe that our God is 
faithful, and He will draw people to us, when 
we are ready to receive them. I believe that the 
Lord is challenging us week by week, and 
preparing us to receive new members and we 
look forward to them coming through our 
doors and worshipping with us. Our two Bible 
studies have continued to be well attended, but 
one of our leaders is now in hospital awaiting a 
heart bypass! Please pray for Roy. 
 
Finally, we have seen too many people come 
and go as longstanding mental health 
problems reemerge and take over again.  So 
we are planning to commence a mental health 

support group very soon, in an attempt to 
provide peerled recovery support to people 
who love Jesus but who also struggle with other 
serious life challenges. This morning we sang 
about our God being a “Waymaker, a miracle 
worker, a promise keeper and a light in the 
darkness…..and that is WHO HE IS”, and we 
long to see Him break through into peoples 
lives. Please pray for this new development.   
 
“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
His power that is at work within us, to Him be 
glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen.” Ephesians 3:2021 NIV. 

the Christmas Eve Crib Service, which 
followed an “open house” afternoon where 
families could come along and enjoy tea and 
nibbles, and the children could take part in 
crafts.  
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WITHAM  
David Howson, Valley Church

As we look back over the past few months we 
can clearly see the hand of God working in our 
fellowship. There has been illness, 
bereavement, work problems etc, but there 
have also been great joys and 
encouragements: He has taught us many 
valuable lessons through the tough times. 
 
Our pulpit has been filled every Sunday 
morning, and God has clearly spoken to us 
through those who’ve filled it. It is amazing 
how He always has a word which is relevant to 
those who listen, and many times the same 
word is relevant to different people in 
different ways. Several of our regular 
congregation have passed into Glory over the 
last few months, and we are assured and 
comforted by the fact that they all trusted 
Jesus and are right now enjoying His presence. 
 
We are still in the seeking phase of our search 
for a pastor. We trust God to provide the man 
of His choice. Meanwhile, Valley Church is a 
busy little place during the week. We have a 
permanent nursery on the premises, a thriving 
Boys Brigade, a busy Tots group. And then we 

have several other groups such as Rainbows 
and Guides, Diddidance and Sewing Bee which 
use our premises. We are always looking for 
clever ways to reach them all with the truth of 
God’s love in the Gospel. 
 
Prayer: 
 

• For those who are trapped by addictions. 
That God would work in their lives and 
relieve the hold which drugs, alcohol and 
other addictive substances and 
behaviours have over lives. 

• For the town of Witham that God would 
bring revival and that He would start 
with us. 

• For wisdom in contacting and speaking 
to those who come through our doors 
every week. 

• For protection over the small part of the 
family of God which meets regularly at 
the Valley. We are very aware that where 
God blesses there is almost inevitably 
attack from the evil one. 

 
God is good.

WICKFORD  
Steve Hensley, Wickford Evangelical Church

We are running a 
Christianity Explored 
(CE) Course which 
came about from the 
ladies that come along 
to our Communitea 
evening which we 
have twice a month. 
 
Communitea has 
been running for 
three years and we 
have a local group of 
ladies who have come 
along for soup, 
sandwiches, cakes, 
tea, coffee etc. They 
also play scrabble, do 
crochet, sit and chat. 
 
So from this group we offered them the CE 
course and they agreed to find out more about 
Christianity. 
 
On the 6th March some of our women took 
part in the Women's World Day of Prayer. 
 

Our Ladies’ Evening, once a month are very 
encouraging. This has been bolstered by the 
Communitea ladies that come along. At the 
February’s Ladies Evening Barnabus Fund came 
and spoke about the work they do to help 
persecuted Christians around the World. 
 

We Praise God for these ladies who come 
along. 
 
We have our regular weekly/monthly events 
that include: 
 

• Youth club 
• Communitea — a time for community to 

join us for a chat and a cup of soup. 
• Kingsmen  Mens night, darts, table 

tennis etc. 

• Ladies evening. 
• Bible study. 
• Junior Church. 
• And our new morning prayer meetings 

on Tuesdays. 
 

Please pray for all these events, especially the 
ladies as there are nonChristian ladies who 
attend.

Our focus for this year is prayer, and we are 
currently running a fortnightly Prayer Study, 
looking more in depth at the Lord’s Prayer. We 
have also been running another Alpha Course, 
and in January started a new preaching series 
looking at seven areas of sacrifice.  
 
Another new venture that started in January 
is the “Morningstar” Women’s Breakfast 
which is held once a month. The ladies enjoy 
a lovely breakfast (cooked by the men of 

course!), and a time of fellowship and 
testimony. We then have a craft activity 
afterwards. 
 
God is certainly moving in Stanway and we 
are definitely seeing an answer to our prayers 
for revival. Please pray that the Lord will 
continue to bless SEC along with all the other 
UEC Churches.  
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We live in extraordinary times, and upper
most in people’s minds is the coronavirus 
pandemic – how it affects us as British 
citizens and as Christians, and how the 
Government is tackling it. We don’t normally 
include an Editorial in the Prayer Focus 
magazine, but we live in … and due to the 
fastchanging situation, some of the articles 
may be out of date.  
 
First, we hope you like the newlook design 
of the magazine. We hope its attractiveness 
means it may even reach your coffee table 
at home, as well as being distributed at your 
Church! Any feedback would be welcome. 
 
Secondly, sadly the Youth Connect 
Committee has disbanded as there has not 
been enough support forthcoming from 
member Churches. Future events have been 
scaled down to just those Churches that 
normally support them, and the event 
planned for 14 March was postponed due to 
the coronavirus. We hope to report more in 
the next edition of Prayer Focus. REC Church, 
the new name for Rayleigh Evangelical 
Church, missed the publication date this 
time but we hope to have an update in the 
next issue. We do have a report from Steve 
Hensley (a Promotion Committee member) 
on the Men’s Breakfast; due to the 

coronavirus the event planned for 21 March 
was postponed. The Faith Matters Day 
planned for 4 April has been postponed. 
New dates for these will be advised. The 
Faith Matters Day planned for 23 May (see 
the advert) will take place unless there are 
health & safety reasons for postponing it. 
We do have a report from committee 
member Christine Oxenham confirming 
some details of the Women’s Day 
Conference in June.  The Vision Day for 
Ministers and invited guests is planned to 
take place on Saturday 31 October 2020. And 
finally, if you would like to attend a 
Promotion Committee meeting to 
experience our planning expertise (!), please 
contact the office. 
 
The UEC office has issued guidelines to all 
member Churches with information and 
advice regarding activities and procedures. 
The overriding advice though, is to follow the 
guidelines issued by the Government and 
Public Health England. This is part of our 
Christian witness to the wider public, as well 
as caring for members and regular 
worshippers. Please pray in the spiritual realm 
for the leaders of your Churches, that they will 
be wise and caring at this time of … living in 
extraordinary times. Why not read the 
Chairman’s “Welcome” article again (page 2). 




