PRAYER F CUS
Autumn 2016

WELCOME FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Brian Wood

Greetings to everyone reading this biannual publication of
the Union of Evangelical Churches. We appreciate your
interest and welcome you as our partners in prayer.
The recent Olympics and Paralympics held in Rio have
been an unqualified success as far as Team GB are
concerned, with the medal tallies exceeding all
expectations.

I have been fascinated by the explanations given for the
exceptional performances. Firstly I was surprised by the number of medal
winners who spoke not just of four years of preparation in order to achieve
the high standard required to even participate in the games, some
emphasised a continuous eight years, and for others the commitment was
traced back even further.
Others highlighted the important role external funding had paid in both
allowing them to focus more time on their chosen sport and in supplying top
quality equipment enabling them to not only give of their best but maximise
efficiency.
Probably the greatest credit was paid to people: family members who made
sacrifices on their behalf, coaches and other professionals who chose to invest
their expertise when success was but a dot on the horizon, and last but not
least supporters who did what it took to be there come what may, and make
their voices heard.
So, when the champions bowed the head to receive their reward and stood
straight as the flag of their nation was raised and its anthem sounded
throughout the stadium, it was as if a host of people who had contributed to
their success were standing alongside them.
Chapter 12 of Hebrews begins with a similar analogy applying it to the journey
of Faith, “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding
us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily
entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, Who for the joy set
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before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.”
The Church, His Church, is not a building but ‘ecclesia’—people joined
together come rain or shine, for one purpose His, not my, glory.

CAMBERWELL
Barrie Gillam

We give praise to God that the work of spreading the gospel and the
edification of the Saints continues to be the focus of the Ministry we
receive through the Lord's faithful servant Pastor Hintze.
We are very much looking forward to the annual visit of staff and students
from a Christian school in Holland. It gives us an insight to life as a
Christian in Holland, and we also have an opportunity to minister to them..
Please pray that God will save souls and add them to the Church in
Camberwell.
Grace, mercy and peace to all our sister Churches in the UEC.

MEN OF UEC
Steve Hensley

I had on my heart to start a UEC
Men's Group. I presented the idea
to the Promotion Committee, and
they are willing to back the idea.
The initial idea is to get together all the men in the UEC Churches, to
encourage and support each other. It doesn’t matter what position you
hold in your Church: ordinary members are very welcome.
The first meeting is planned for Saturday 19 November 2016 at Rayleigh
Evangelical Church starting at 8.30am. There is no charge to attend.
Please let me know if you are attending, so I have numbers for catering.
Contact me: hensley.steve07@gmail.com or 07884 357733.
-3-

CANNING TOWN
Trevor Matthews

Our verse for the year: ‘“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind” and “love your
neighbour as yourself.”’ Luke 10:27
‘“Ame o Senhor, o seu Deus, de todo o seu coracao, de toda a sua alma, de
todas as suas forcas e de todo o seu entendimento” e “ame o seu proximo
como a si mesmo.”’ Lucas 10:27
We thank God for:


Building His Church from the people of many nations;



Leandro Merigio, working for the Church full time as Associate Minister
and starting part-time study at London School of Theology;



Members realising again that we all need to serve within the body of
Christ;



New people who come most Sundays.

Please pray for:


Leandro as he studies and works full time for the Church;



How we respond to the challenges of a transient population;



Deepening fellowship across the many nationalities;



The children and young people, that they may grow up following Christ;



Those people, young and not so young, doing discipleship courses.

The photograph shows our
fourth Missions Conference on
10 September, when we
learned from the Field Director
of Zambesi Mission and two
national leaders of the
Zambesi Evangelical Church in
Malawi.
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CHELMSFORD
Mark Parrott

We have just completed a week of prayer in the church, to mark the start of
the academic year. We felt the Lord lay on our hearts the word of exhortation
from Revelation: ‘…strengthen that which remains…’. Please pray that our God
would strengthen us numerically and spiritually in the days to come.
Summer is always difficult with folk away, but we have a busy Autumn. Please
pray for the following planned events (and feel free to join us on any one of
these):


For the opening of the church for the National Heritage weekend,
where one of our members will share with visitors something of our
‘peculiar’ history (10 & 11 September);



For a visual, working demonstration of ‘the Tabernacle’ given by Tony
Burton (Saturday 17 September 11.00am—3.00pm) where we will be
shown how it all relates to Jesus;



For the re-commencement of our fourth apologetics course,
Contenders, run in conjunction with Wickford EC (see website for
details);



For the visit of ‘Teen Challenge’ on Sunday 16 October (11.00am);



For an evangelistic Autumn tea (16th – 5.30pm);



For our Pastor’s continued witness in the streets of Chelmsford and
outside the local Mosque.
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CORRINGHAM
June White

We started the year by running another Christianity Explored course with four
ladies attending, and give thanks for the gospel message they heard.
In March we went into the streets and park around the Church to do litter
picking as a community project. We looked a formidable sight in our bright
yellow jackets and gloves armed with black sacks and litter grabbers. Good
conversations were had with people we met who were interested in the work
we were doing. We are planning to do this again in September.

During the year we have welcomed four people into Church membership.
Please pray they will be blessed in their work for the Lord.
Our Church Garden Party was held in June, where you could enjoy a cream tea
and BBQ, with crafts available for children to take part in. The afternoon was
well attended and new contacts made.
We praise the Lord for the number of people attending the Sunday services
with a (good) problem of finding a seat in the morning service.
Congratulations to Chris and Becky on the birth of their son Abel in August.

We would value your prayers as the clubs return after the summer break.

-6-

CRESSING
Dennis Ivey

It has been a very busy building time here at
Cressing. The church is well on its way to being
completed, then we have to start the
refurbishment of the hall. Hopefully this will be
done before Christmas so we can host our annual
Christmas Tree festival! During the building work
we have had many difficulties with various
planning departments, but with God’s grace they
have been sorted out. It is our hope that when all the work is finished we will
have premises that all the UEC can use. The vision for the rebuilding has
always been for the use of all our Churches not just for Cressing. It has been a
juggling act using the church hall for all our events and weekly services but
now we have a routine that works well. Hopefully not for much longer!
We regularly go into two local schools for assemblies and other events such as
harvest, Christmas, sports days and fetes. The Workplace chaplaincy at
Freeport retail outlet and Amtek (which makes castings for the motor
industry) continues. Several people from our
fellowship help with Cressing Events Group, who
provide dinners and a place to meet for the older
folks in the surrounding area. This gives us an
opportunity to reach out and get to know them.
Prayer requests:


That parents make a commitment to bring
their children to Sunday Club on a regular basis;



That we can rebuild relationships with those in the village who have
opposed the building works;



That the new house building in the Cressing area will not be delayed;



Wisdom and vision on how to use the buildings to win souls for Christ;



That all the UEC Churches work together;



For God’s healing for those in the fellowship who have serious health
problems.
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DAWS HEATH
Chris Banks

We give God thanks for His continued goodness to us and in particular we are
grateful to the Him for two things:


On Saturday 3rd September we celebrated the 40th Anniversary of the
opening of our present church building in September 1976. During
those years there have been barren times as well as times of
blessing, but the Lord has, in His mercy, kept the testimony alive to this
present day. The preacher for the anniversary was James Mansfield
who was the minister at Daws Heath from 1977 until 1993. He preached
from Jeremiah 29:11;



We have for some time wanted to expand our Sunday School and in
faith we re-launched it on 11th September having before then given out
many invitations to children in the neighbourhood. Four additional
children came on the 11th and indicated they would come again. We
praise God for this and desire that these children and others may early
in their lives be brought to salvation.
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EASTWOOD

Malcolm Richards
We have just embarked on “Stand in the Gap” – a programme focused on
prayer for outreach into the neighbourhood, put together by one of our
Ministers, Simon Werrett. This programme involves creating a prayer wall,
opening the church every Tuesday morning for “drop in” prayers. We are also
supporting the National Prayer Weekend on 24 and 25 September. Blog:
http://standinthegap2016.blogspot.com
Other initiatives include supporting “The world’s biggest Coffee Morning” on
30 September.
As we restart our
Autumn Term we
continue with our
community activities
including Kids on
Monday, Mums and
Tots, Rainbows and
Leighfields
Ladies.
We
are
looking
forward
to
welcoming many of
our families and
contacts
to
our
Harvest Celebrations
on 9 October.
Please pray that we
may be among those
that “Stand in the
Gap” for people in
our community.
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GREAT WAKERING
Steve Farrow

We have had a good summer at Wakering, with special events happening at
each end of the season. First we celebrated our 171st Church Anniversary on
12 June with a BBQ on the Saturday afternoon/evening, then held our
anniversary services on the Sunday, with a strawberry cream tea in the
afternoon. It was a good time to thank the Lord for His goodness to us as a
Church over so many years and to look forward to the future.
Two weeks later came our Junior Church Anniversary and Prize Giving where
the youngsters acted out the story of Gideon in the service, before receiving
their prizes for attendance over the past year.
At our Girls' Brigade Parade service in July, we were also joined by Cubs and
Scouts from the village (as well as a good number of parents) and it was
encouraging to see the church full. We hope to repeat this at a future date.
Then on 10 September we had our Junior Church and Family Day Out where
young and not-so-young alike enjoyed a day at Promenade Park, Maldon.
As we continue to remember all our sister Churches of the UEC in our prayers,
we value your prayers for us as a fellowship—for our ministry and regular
meetings, for new opportunities to reach our community (particularly the new
housing development in the village) and for our building project (remodelling
the church entrance) which we hope will be getting underway very soon.
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WINDOWS ON CHRISTMAS
Reviewed by Bill Hoggard

Bill Crowder is probably best known for writing for Our Daily Bread, but he is
also a published author in his own right, and a Pastor of over 20 years’
experience.
Windows on Christmas is a fresh perspective on the well-known story of the
Nativity. All the cast are assembled, with angels, shepherds, Mary, Joseph,
Simeon and Anna. Each have their own perspective, or window, on the birth
of Jesus Christ, starting with the angels.

So why a window of exaltation? An angel’s secondary task is to carry messages
but its primary role is to praise, worship and exalt the Lord God.
Mary has her window in which we read of her sense of wonder, first at the
angel Gabriel, then at her meeting with Elizabeth and at the birth of her
miracle child.
Joseph looks through a
window of obedience, a
difficult place for a man in that
age and society. Heart-broken
to hear Mary was pregnant, he
was comforted in a dream by
Gabriel and was obedient to
the instructions given to him.
The shepherds worship and
wonder; after waiting for the
Messiah for many years,
Simeon finds contentment;
and Anna the prophetess is
witness to the fact that
redemption has come.
It finishes with our own
window on Christmas and asks
us to think about the men and
women who witnessed the
events surrounding the birth
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of the Saviour of the world. Their response was anything but casual—they
were intense and passionate as they gazed on the Christ child.
Crowder says the greatest challenge to us is to include in our Christmas
celebrations some remnants of the reactions exhibited by these witnesses so
long ago: exaltation, wonder, worship, obedience, contentment and witness.
These perspectives are to be treasured, because they remind us of the One
Who is Christmas.
While we can, and do, enjoy the glitz and kitsch of Christmas, this book helps
to ground the reader, reminding them that the greatest present of all came
not in a fancy package but in a mean stable, not bringing temporary pleasure
but true joy and eternal life. He is the greatest gift.
This is a small, well-written easy-to-read book that really captures the sense of
wonder and awe of the Christmas story. I would recommend it to anyone
wanting to find a different perspective on Christmas.

LITTLE TOTHAM
David Brewer

In recent times our most effective form of outreach has been the “Village Tea”
normally held on a Sunday afternoon. These attract a number of people who
do not normally attend church but show their appreciation and continue to
come. For our July tea we had a concert on the common outside the church
with the Maldon Orchestra of which my wife is leader and a number of
members are Christians. Cream teas were served for that occasion and this
provides an ideal occasion to get amongst the local village folk. This has
become an annual event.
In September our Village Tea guest was Ian Chamberlain, a talented musician
who sang some of his own songs with stories and chat in between intended to
communicate something of the gospel. It was also encouraging when
someone brought some friends and neighbours. One of these friends was a
man who I worked with nearly 50 years ago in Stratford, East London, but
hadn’t seen since. I recognised him first and eventually he remembered me
and we had something of a catch-up. Please pray that the people we meet
will not only be touched but will want to know our Lord God and Saviour.
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SOUTHEND-ON-SEA
Nola Hoggard

Greetings in the name of the Lord from sunny Southend-on-Sea—it’s early
September and we are still enjoying long hot summer days.
We have had a busy summer season and continue to enjoy the fellowship and
growing friendship of both our Church services and our outreach programmes.
Our monthly Lunch Club has seen a small growth and we usually have
between 12 and 16 guests; we are getting to know the regular folk.
Our Mums & Tots Group continues to grow; we have had four new babies (all
boys!) so far this year and three more are expected in the next six months; it is
good to know that as the older ones leave us to go to school we are
welcoming their new baby brothers and sisters into group. We had a lovely
picnic and playtime during the holidays in Priory Park and the weather was
kind. We older members also enjoyed our Church outing to Cressing during
August and were blessed with another sunny day, a BBQ and fun quizzes.
One of the main highlights of this season has been that in recent weeks we
had the privilege of marrying one of our young mums in the church, and this
was the first wedding here since 1985! We were all very excited and worked
together to decorate the church and were able to bless the young couple and
their families with a lovely day.
Sadly we said goodbye to our dear sister Gwen Grant in March this year;
Gwen and her husband Archie were faithful members here at Southend for
many years, and in the days before
‘Health & Safety’ used to cram lots of
children in their car each week to bring
them to Sunday School. Many happy
memories.
Bill and I are learning more about what
it means to rest in God’s presence,
because we achieve so much more
from that place of rest, when we leave
things to God and don’t concern
ourselves with ‘things too difficult for
me’ (Psalm 131).
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STANWAY

Barbara Ratcliffe
Our warm greetings to all from S.E.C.
The summer months have been busy and varied for us. We have had the
pleasure of hosting three weddings. For the Queen’s birthday celebrations we
held a party, which was a great success—the weather was beautiful and many
people attended. It was a really special day.
Sadly we record that Beryl Mason passed into her Lord’s presence on 9 July.
Beryl with her husband Jim became Church members in October 2006. They
have two daughters.
In July we held our first Community Fete Day. This proved popular with all
who attended, and all money raised was passed to the Church Development
Fund.
During the holidays we put on a film and play morning for primary school and
toddler age groups, also a summer lunch and Beetle Drive as outreach
activities. The Church Day Out in August visited Bressingham Gardens and
Bury St. Edmunds—always popular and a lovely day for everyone.
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Forthcoming events:


All our regular activities resume with the Autumn school term.



A new venture commences September 8—Community Coffee Stop on
Thursdays from 10.00am to 12 noon.



The Church Away Weekend 11-13 November is always a great time of
fellowship and fun.

Working closely with our three local schools, we give thanks for the open
opportunities. This year we will be hosting the Carol Service at one of the
primary schools. The two regular carol singing sessions at our local Sainsbury’s
will take place, as well as our own Christmas activities.
We still have a number of our senior members in residential care and we
continue to think of them and pray for them.
There are housing developments on a very large scale taking place in and
around Stanway. These will provide us with massive outreach prospects.
Looking to the future we are keeping the vision of further development of our
premises alive and active.
As always we do assure you all of our regular prayer support and especially
value your prayers for us as a Church.
‘Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you
are doing.’ 1 Thessalonians 5:11
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WICKFORD
Keith Britton

This time last year we announced our intention of building a new hall to the
rear of the church—for youth activities, courses and seminars—but asked for
prayer for funding to become available. Well God has answered that prayer in
the form of a grant which will enable the project to proceed. Currently, we
are in the process of clearing the site, and the actual building will commence
shortly. Our prayer now is that God will direct us to make wise decisions as to
its use and that the outcome will be to His glory.

The picture below shows our youth group enjoying a day out at Tunbridge
Wells. Please pray for our Church’s young people’s work. The UEC is currently
trying to arrange a minimum of three events per year for the combined UEC
Youth Groups to join together in, but we need the help and encouragement of
Church Youth Leaders for these to be a success.
God bless you as you engage in your Church activities, in whatever capacity
that may be, knowing it’s all for His honour and glory.
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WITHAM
Will Abbott

Greetings
from
Valley
Church. The Lord bless you
wherever this is being read.
We have much to be thankful for
at the time of writing. The
Church
membership
has
continued to grow through the
year, with three new folk joining
in with the work of the
Church. We have two requests
for baptism so we look forward
to celebrating those together as
a Church family. It is always a
good excuse for a party in God’s
name!
Prayer
continues
to
be
important for us, with our
monthly Prayer 24 events, and
the Pastor’s regular prayer
lunches with local ministers. Attendance at both morning and evening Sunday
services remains steady and there is now a healthy variety to the way the
Church worships. Particularly welcome is the new (borrowed) idea of using
Celebrations chocolates to give thanks for individual testimonies, covering
anything from a first day at school, birthdays, and new jobs, through to
wedding anniversaries and giving thanks for healing.
A major new ministry was birthed earlier in the year called Charity Café. This is
mainly attended by parents and carers of children at the Valley Nursery. Any
funds raised go to local charities nominated by the customers! So far over
£700 has been donated in this way to some very worthy causes (see
picture). A simple but effective idea that is bearing fruit.
We are grateful to God for His faithfulness to us. The Abbott family are
particularly thankful for the support they have received in ministry from folks
both inside and outside the Church.
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UEC FAMILY DAY
Howard Gardner

On a sunny day last July, over 90 people gathered at Rayleigh Evangelical
Church for the UEC Family Day. The day was very enjoyable, with a wide range
of workshops (Messy Church, cards & crafts, music, websites & social media,
how to respond to Jehovah’s Witnesses, and of course the Surprise Debate –
always popular!). Parallel
to these was the
children’s programme, all
very exciting, busy and
interactive.
The main Guest Speaker
was the Revd Daniel
Cozens, who started
Through Faith Missions
some 30 years ago. He
challenged us to go and
share our faith with our
friends—the best place to
begin. The Music Group
from Cliff Walk, Canning
Town led our sung
worship with energy and
musical flair and all very
Spirit-led.
It was good to meet old
friends and make new
ones, and experience
something new and
different in our walk with
the Lord. We hope you
will plan to attend next
year’s
Family
Day,
Saturday 30 September
2017.
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MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE REPORT
Brian Wood

Our Collective Stewardship
In the UEC we owe our unusual administrative structure to the decision of our
founders to join themselves, at the hip, so to speak.
Today an Agreement for Common Purposes governs the relationship between
the Churches and with the UEC and we reflect a more diverse range of styles
but still under the umbrella of the Truth of Scripture with an Evangelical Basis
of Faith.
The benefit of our set-up is that resources no longer needed in one place or
for one purpose can be diverted to another, and where we cannot ourselves
staff a venture we are able to facilitate others to do so.
Our Shoebury church premises in West Road are such an example currently
being used by MyTownSouthend, with the apt title of ‘The Hub’ for a range of
community projects. The activities include a local Church holding a weekly
evening prayer meeting and a monthly Sunday service.
Our Victoria Road chapel in Stanford-le-Hope has for several years been
home for a congregation known as Fresh Hope Community, and we are
exploring with them the scope for a closer relationship.
Our Rayleigh church in Eastwood Road is the focus of an initiative to replant
a worshipping community. We currently hold fortnightly Sunday evening
services and meet midweek for prayer.
Give thanks for the stewardship of our predecessors who being true to their
Lord left us a rich inheritance, and pray with us that we may prove worthy of
the trust He has placed in us.
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FORTHCOMING DATES
For your diary
Date

Time

Location

Sat 8 October

11.00am

Youth Connect, Corringham

Sat 22 October

9.45am

Faith Matters Day: ‘Realising a Vision’, Rayleigh

Tue 15 November 7.30pm

Prayer Meeting, Rayleigh

Sat 19 November

8.30am

Men’s Breakfast, Rayleigh

Sat 4 March

9.45am

Faith Matters Day: ‘Why don’t people come to
church like they used to?’, Rayleigh

Sat 18 March

TBC

Youth Connect, TBC

Tue 21 March

7.30pm

Prayer Meeting, Great Wakering

Sat 13 May

9.45am

Faith Matters Day: ‘Why do bad things happen
to God’s good people?’, Rayleigh

21 to 28 May

All week

UEC Week of Prayer

Sat 8 July

TBC

Youth Connect, Ardleigh

Sat 30 September

10.00am

UEC Family Day, Rayleigh

If you are interested in supporting the Union of Evangelical
Churches by getting involved in the promotion of events
and the UEC please contact Dave Partridge via the UEC
Office. We are particularly interested in expanding our use
of Social Media and the UEC website.
Like us on Facebook - facebook.com/UECUK
Follow us on Twitter - @UECUK
Visit our website - www.uec-churches.net
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