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Greetings to you all in the Churches that together make-up the 
Union of Evangelical Churches and also those who belong to 
other fellowships who follow our progress and support us in 
prayer. 

Recently a party of four, our Secretary Howard and I 
accompanied by our wives Dee and Rosemary respectively 
attended our Canning Town Church.  The purpose was the formal recognition 
of Leandro Merigio as an Associate Minister in the UEC and his call into full 
time ministry at the Church more commonly referred to locally as Cliff Walk. 

As is their custom, the Sunday evening service was bi-lingual - in Portuguese 
and English - with lively and sensitive worship led by the Portuguese music 
group with familiar worship songs in both languages. Other ethnic groups are 
also represented in the believing community and it was good to learn how 
spiritual unity across the mix of cultures is cultivated throughout the Church 
programme. 

Leandro described his journey of faith and how he received his call to ministry 
through the faith community at Cliff Walk, prompting me to recall the New 
Testament Church experience in Acts 13. The formal recognition element of 
the service included reference to Ephesians 4:11-13 a reminder to us all that 
the Lord of the Church worldwide continues to be active in believing 
communities, providing spiritually gifted ministries to advance the calling all 
believers share of promoting the gospel and making disciples. 

Effective Godly ministry is essential, and it is thought-provoking to note that 
Leandro preached in the morning at Cliff Walk from the passage in 2 Timothy 
1 that includes in verse 6 the exhortation to, ‘fan into flame the gift of God…’  
and I did likewise in the evening. 

Elsewhere in Scripture, both Paul and Peter promote a wide range of spiritual 
gifts and the challenge for Churches is to provide an environment which 
encourages their identification and support.  So what better verse for us all to 
reflect on than Matthew 9:37-38 where Jesus says, ‘The harvest is plentiful but 
the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field.’ 



CAMBERWELL 
Barrie Gillam 
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Over Easter we will be holding a week-long evangelistic event called ‘Holiday 
Special’, for five days. Children and young people of our area will welcomed 
into the church to hear the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Based on previous 
years, God-willing we hope to have around 100 children a day in attendance. 
Please pray that souls will be saved, that we will be free from incidents and 
accidents, and that children and staff alike will be blessed. 

Please pray for one of our Deacons, Steve Whitton, who is recovering from a 
knee replacement operation. We would also request prayer for our brother in 
Christ Mr Andrew (Andy) Jackson who has been in ill health for some time. 
Recently the Diaconate followed the Scriptural instruction in the book of 
James to ‘lay hands’ on Andy, and we look to God in faith for answer to prayer 
concerning him. 

Recently a young Christian family moved to Yorkshire and soon another young 
family are relocating to Sussex, whilst we wish these brethren God’s rich 
blessing, it is always sad to lose people from the local fellowship. 

We thank God for the edifying reformed ministry we receive each week from 
our faithful Pastor. 

Next UEC Prayer Meeting 
Tuesday 7th June —7.30pm 

Little Totham 



CANNING TOWN 
Trevor Matthews 
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Our verse for the year: ‘“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind” and “love your 
neighbour as yourself.”’ Luke 10:27 

‘“Ame o Senhor, o seu Deus, de todo o seu coracao, de toda a sua alma, de 
todas as suas forcas e de todo o seu entendimento” e “ame o seu proximo 
como a si mesmo.”’ Lucas 10:27 

We thank God for: 

 Building His Church from the people of many nations; 

 Leandro Merigio, working for the Church full time as Associate Minister 
and preparing to start part time study at Oak Hill Theological College in 
September; 

 Members realising again that we all need to serve within the body of 
Christ; 

 New people who come most Sundays. 

Please pray for: 

 Leandro as he studies and works full time for the Church; 

 The new leadership team now in place; 

 How we respond to the challenges of a transient population; 

 Deepening fellowship across the many nationalities; 

 The children and young people, that they may grow up following Christ; 

 Opportunities to witness as 
we move towards Easter and 
the summer. 

The photograph shows Brian Wood 
and other leaders praying in English 
and Portuguese for Leandro 
Merigio at the wonderful induction 
service on 22nd February.  



CHELMSFORD 
Mark Parrott 
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Please pray for the core of the Church to be built up, as there is only a small 
but faithful nucleus of members that attend all the meetings. 

One new venture to pray for: our Pastor has been studying a foundation 
course on Islam run by the Pfander Centre for Apologetics. In consequence he 
has been challenged to engage in personal witness outside the Mosque in 
Chelmsford, with a view to sharing the Gospel. This takes place fortnightly on 
a Friday following prayers and has resulted in several worthwhile (if at times 
robust) conversations, including an invite to a Muslim home in Ilford. 
Numerous copies of Mark’s Gospel have been taken – pray that they will be 
read and that these Muslim men would encounter the Jesus of the Gospels (as 
opposed to the Isa of the Qur’an). 

Mark has cut his teeth in this area by joining the team of Christians (when he 
can) in Hyde Park who seek to preach to some of the more radical Muslims. 
Pray for protection on this and the above work. 

Pray that the LORD would raise up a woman worker to reach the Muslim 
women who meet in the Mosque on Monday and Thursday mornings. If you 
know of anyone in your fellowship or outside who might feel led to take up 
this challenge, please contact Mark here at Grove Road (training can be 
arranged). 

Pray for the re-
commencement of a 
Saturday morning café 
(run on a once a 
month basis) and has 
been in abeyance for 
the last couple of 
years, that this would 
prove fruitful in 
reaching the local 
community.    



CORRINGHAM 
June White 
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‘Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up.’ Galatians 6:9 

We praise the Lord for His goodness to us as a fellowship, and for sound 
teaching of the gospel. 

During the week there are various children’s and youth groups.  On a Monday 
we have a group for 7 to 12 year olds and on a Thursday evening for 12 to 18 
year olds.  Various games and activities are enjoyed plus a story from the 
Bible. 

Wednesday mornings is Tot Spot seeing many under 5’s with their parents 
having fun playing with toys and 
taking part in craft activities.  
They also have circle time which 
includes a snack, Bible story and 
singing. 

Coffee Break is on a Friday and is 
open to all ages; this has been 
running for a number of years 
and we thank the Lord for new 
people who have been coming 
each week. 

We held our Quiz Night again 
this year which was well 
attended, including a good 
number who do not normally 
come along to church. 

Christianity Explored started in 
February with four people 
attending the course.  We pray 
the Lord will speak to each of 
them. 

Photos from our Christmas services 



CRESSING 
Dennis Ivey 
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In last year’s Prayer Focus I mentioned the vision to rebuild the ‘ancient walls’ 
and to prepare the Church for the next generation.  This is beginning to come 
to fruition.  Some may have thought the vision was too ‘big’ for a small Church 
but by God’s Grace and with UEC support it is happening. 

We are overawed at the blessing the Church has received, but I suppose we 
should not be amazed because we worship an Amazing God!  But so often 
when you step out in faith bad things can happen.  For example, a very small 
group in the village is causing many problems for the builders and some of the 
Church parking.  One village lady after the Sunday morning service said it felt 
like the village was being invaded because too many folks came to church!  
These attacks just makes the Church fellowship closer and more determined 
to see the vision through.   It is however heartening that most people are keen 
and interested in what is happening. 

Even though so much building work is taking place, the fellowship still meets 
in the hall and carries out the work of the Church.  It is good to note that the 
attendance has remained high despite the upheaval.  We are pleased that 
Wickford is the first Church that has taken up the offer to use the church and 
its grounds in May.  If you would like to do likewise, please let us know.   

We have deliberately not sent pictures of the church renovations for this 
Prayer Focus because it is all “work in progress” – nothing is finished yet. 
Please just imagine a very busy building site and then you will have a mental 
picture of the church! 

Please pray for the following:  

 That people's attitude towards the parking issues will be resolved; 

 That the tradesmen will be challenged to find out more about the 
Christian Faith; 

 For the safety of all who come to the church, for worship or work; 

 For wisdom on how to make the most of our new church facilities; 

 That more village people will come join our Fellowship; 

 That we will be able to attract more children to the Church activities. 



DAWS HEATH 
Chris Banks 
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We give thanks to God for His continued goodness to us as a fellowship. Your 
prayers for the following would be appreciated: 

 Three young children gather every week in the Sunday School and we 
long to see them brought to know the Lord early in life; 

 That the Lord would bless the distribution of tracts in the 
neighbourhood; 

 A couple of our older members are frail and unwell from time to time so 
we pray they may know the Lord's help; 

 A number of us have unconverted loved ones and we would value 
prayer for their salvation.. 

God willing we shall be holding a service at 6.30 pm on Good Friday (25th 
March) to which all are welcome. 



EASTWOOD 
Malcolm Richards 
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In our report last Autumn we indicated that the Mums & Tots Group, Kids on 
Monday and Ladies Contact Group were invited to our Harvest Thanksgiving.   
We are pleased to report a good 
turnout on this occasion.   Here is a 
photograph of the harvest table 
prepared by the Rainbows. 

Our Christmas Café Church was also 
well attended with attendances in the 
mid-60s.   Our next Café Church will be 
on 13th March.    

We acknowledge God’s help in maintaining our witness in the community, and 
for some good responses to the activities that have taken place.    

Leighfields Ladies still meet fortnightly with a mixture of testimony, ministry 
from ladies from other fellowships, 
music and missionary updates, and 
occasionally augmented by Craft 
Afternoons. Included here is an 
example of one such craft afternoon 
led by Linda Werrett where the ladies 
were involved in making greeting 
cards. 

On the 17th March they will celebrate their 52nd Anniversary. 

Our Kids on Monday Club is continuing with about 14 attending each club 
night. 

The work with the Mums & Tots Group and the Ladies Contact Group are still 
well-supported.  

We continue to rely on our Ministry Team to provide the majority of the 
ministry and Simon Werrett leads Bible studies.  Our “Prayer and Share” times 
are usually well-attended with many of the congregation participating.  

Our published Prayer Line is still being produced weekly.  



GREAT WAKERING 
Steve Farrow 
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31st January 2016 marked the end of an era at Wakering, as we said farewell 
to Brian and Rosemary Wood.  Brian has been leading our Church since 2002, 
first as Moderator, then as Pastor; during that time we have truly been 
blessed as a fellowship, both from Brian's ministry and the changes in the 
Church that he has overseen, including various improvements to the church 
building and fixtures. 

Eric Blowes was our guest speaker for the morning service that day, where I 
was officially welcomed to my new role as Pastor, and Brian and Ro were 
presented with gifts from Junior Church and Girls’ Brigade.  In the afternoon 
we had a good time of fellowship over tea before an evening service of 
thanksgiving for Brian and Ro's huge contribution to the life of the Church 
over the past 13 years.  We centred our thoughts around 1 Thessalonians 
1:3— ‘We continually remember before our God and Father your work 
produced by faith, your labour prompted by love, and your endurance 
inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.’  There was another presentation—
this time a painting of the church, while Ro also 
received a bouquet of flowers. 

We thank the Lord for all that Brian and Ro have 
done for us at Wakering and continue to 
remember them in our prayers, particularly as 
Brian continues his roles as Chairman of the UEC 
and Moderator at Rayleigh.  

We would value your continued prayers: for me as 
I get used to my new responsibilities, for the 
Church as a whole that we would all know the 
Lord's guidance for the days ahead, and for the 
community of Great Wakering as we seek to build 
relationships with the folk in our village with the 
aim of reaching them with the Gospel.  

We go forward as a Church with the words of our 
Motto Text for 2016: ‘...fixing our eyes on Jesus, 
the Author and Perfecter of our faith’ Hebrews 
12:2 
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UEC FAMILY DAY 2016 
Saturday 2nd July—10.00am to 4.00pm 

Revd Daniel Cozens has been one of 

the foremost evangelists in Britain 

for over 30 years. Daniel founded 

Through Faith Missions in 1986 with 

the Revd Peter Adams. He has led 

over 400 missions, is a Six Preacher 

at Canterbury Cathedral and is an 

accomplished artist. 

2016’s UEC Family Day is shaping up to be an exceptionally varied and 

interesting day.  Our guest speaker for the Closing Worship is Daniel 

Cozens who founded Through Faith Missions; he will lead sessions on 

Gossiping the Gospel and how he has used painting to share the Gospel. 

The popular music programme makes a return, as does the surprise 

debate.  There will be a session on Technology in Church, and other 

subjects that will be announced shortly. 

Music will be provided by the Music Group from our Canning Town 

Church. 

Full details including a booking form will be released shortly. 



LITTLE TOTHAM 
David Brewer 
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We often pray for various needs on Sunday morning and we find that there 
are plenty each and every week.  

Some weeks ago Graham, a member of our Church, asked us to pray as he had 
been advised to have a mole surgically removed from the side of his face.  
More recently Graham told us that although he was still waiting for a further 
appointment the mole had in the meantime completely disappeared. 

Since then Graham—a landscape gardener—told one of his customers John 
(not his real name), who was unwell and under investigation, that we at the 
Church were praying for him.  Only yesterday Graham conveyed to us a 
message from John of his thanks to the Church, and also saying that following 
our prayers the doctors had identified the problem which has since been 
treated and John is now fit and well.  We hope through this that he will realise 
there is a God who loves him and that he will want to know more. 

These stories and others continue to encourage us as we continue to pray and 
see real answers to prayer.  We serve a God who performs miracles today and 
we must all pray believing he will answer our prayers. 



MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
Brian Wood 
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The Ministerial Committee of the UEC has provided this article at the very last 
moment and apologises for any lack of consultation. 

The most frequent cause of Churches closing within the UEC in recent years 
has been, not surprisingly, the fall in the number of regular attendees to 
below the minimum level for viability. Coming a close second is the loss of 
leadership both at pastoral level and administratively. 

We identified eight Churches threatened with closure from the year 2000 
onwards, and of these just two were sold on the open market and with two 
we found buyers from Christian circles. 

That leaves four Churches where UEC-sponsored activity continues, with each 
moving forward in a different way. 

Stanford-le-Hope 

Low numbers followed by Percy Outen the Pastor losing his courageous battle 
with ill health led to closure some four plus years ago.  Not long afterwards we 
agreed terms with the Fresh Hope Community (who were then meeting in a 
nearby school) for their exclusive use of the premises. We are now about to 
embark on discussions concerning possible closer association. 

Many years earlier Percy had been given a prophecy that a time would come 
when 50-plus people would be worshipping in the church—a prophecy 
fulfilled! 

Southend 

The other Southend article in this Prayer Focus reveals an active believing 
community that, since the arrival of Bill and Nola just over two years ago, is re
-establishing itself. 

The Church had previously been haemorrhaging at a steady rate for some 
time, and the loss of pastoral oversight threatened its future.  The seriousness 
of the situation was recognised in the Ministerial Committee, and so with the 
full co-operation of the membership and some financial support through the 
Finance Committee we were able to oversee the recruitment of Bill and Nola. 
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The spin-off benefit from their appointment has been their enthusiastic 
involvement in the wider UEC. 

Rayleigh 

The withdrawal of a Pastor precipitated a steady decline and the Church 
closed at the end of December 2014. 

Since February 2015 a small group numbering around 10 has met on a 
weeknight evening once a fortnight to pray about the future. 

From October 2015 we have also been meeting for worship and teaching on 
alternate Sunday evenings, adopting a varied style. 

From time to time we have visitors, but if we discount those with existing 
Church commitments the numbers are currently insufficient to embark on a 
formal re-plant. 

Shoebury 

Despite some concerted efforts at evangelism, the Church judged themselves 
as unviable and closed on Easter Sunday afternoon 2015. 

Among the unsolicited enquiries about the use of the vacant premises was a 
charitable company known as MyTownSouthend.  During a lengthy meeting 
with the two key people in the organisation we recognised their openness and 
integrity. 

They aim to provide and facilitate activities to encourage greater involvement 
by residents in the local community which has a high degree of deprivation. 

We came to an arrangement with them for their managing the use of the 
whole premises throughout the week.   We retain a veto over any activity that 
is at odds with our Christian principles. 

We have high hopes that a worshipping community will apply to use the 
premises on Sundays. 

Conclusion 

The above report demonstrates the efforts we are making to discharge our 
responsibility to make effective Gospel use of the resources entrusted to us by 
the Lord, who commands (Luke 19:13) us to ‘occupy’ (trade in or invest) 
pending His return. 



SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 
Nola Hoggard 
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Greetings from sunny (but cold) Southend.  

We are enjoying the continued fellowship here at Southend and as Bill and 
Nola enter into their third year we are wondering where the previous two 
years have gone!  

In the autumn we started a monthly over 50’s Lunch Club in a bid to reach 
those at home who don't always have much company.  This has been a slow 
start but we have had two ladies from as far away as Basildon and certainly 
several people from within the fellowship are enjoying this extra chance to get 
together and have a chat over lunch.  

Our Mums & Tots Group continues to grow but mostly from within—three 
new babies in the last 12 months and two more expected before June.  They 
are a lovely group of mums (and occasionally dads) and several of them joined 
us for our Carol Service and treated 
us to an interesting rendition of Jingle 
Bells!  At their Christmas party they 
were treated to a visit from Father 
Christmas as you can see from the 
enclosed photo (guess who?). 

We support lots of missions from 
Southend and so are looking forward 
to visiting speakers bringing us an 
update of their work; this year we will 
hear from LCM, SASRA, Christian 
Witness to Israel, Embrace, and the 
Slavic Gospel Association.  

Of course our real excitement in this 
season will be the ordination of Bill.  
We are excited that we will be 
celebrating this wonderful occasion 
with family, friends, our fantastic 
congregation and hopefully some of 
you from the UEC.  



STANWAY 
Barbara Ratcliffe 
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Warm spring greetings to all our UEC Churches from all at Stanway Evangelical 
Church. 

Our Christmas services were again well attended, especially the crib service. 
This saw the church full with many children, parents, grandparents and 
families from our various Parent & Toddler Group and children’s clubs. It was 
a lovely time. 

We were able to enjoy two sessions of carol singing at our local Sainsbury's 
store, which were greatly appreciated by customers and staff alike. At the 
same time we raised in excess of £650 for the Royal National Mission to Deep 
Sea Fishermen. The store provided us with hot mince pies and drinks. 

We continue to hold film events, and so far these have again proved very 
popular, with the last one having 80 plus children and adults enjoying film and 
popcorn. This is a new venture and one we look to continue with the next one 
being a Mums & Dessert event. 

A very popular Barn Dance was held in January, a great time was enjoyed by a 
good number of people. 
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UEC Faith Matters 2016 

Saturday 22nd October (9.45am-1.00pm) 
Realising a Vision: Neil Blake is a Minister at Danbury Mission, and Tim Green is 
the Treasurer. This evangelical church has grown substantially in recent years. Neil 
and Tim will speak on turning a vision into a reality. 

The current topic for the Spring Bible Study is on the book of Acts, brought to 
us each Sunday morning service by our Ministerial Team. 

On a very sad note we acknowledge that David Michelmore passed away after 
a long battle with ill health. David and his wife Angela have attended the 
church for a number of years. 

Now to events to come: we are working hard towards our Church Summer 
Fayre (9th July) which we intend to be a big outreach event. There are also 
two weddings to take place in July and August. 

As always our regular activities are continuing week by week and we do value 
your prayers for all of them. We pray for a willing team of helpers and that 
members of the local community will be drawn into the Church to share the 
Lord's blessing and salvation. 

We continue to remember you regularly all in our prayers as we ask for the 
Lord's blessing on all Christian service. 

‘Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart as working for the Lord, not 
for men, since you know you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a 
reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.’ Colossians 3:23-24 

Saturday 30th April (9.45am-1.00pm) 
Jewish Feasts: Dr Sam Gordon, Director of Messianic Testimony,  continues his 
presentation of the Jewish Feasts. Come along and complete the list of Jewish 
feasts and learn how they have influenced the calendar of Christian festivals.  

 Saturday 5th March (9.45am-1.00pm) 
 Nigel Bolitho led us to consider Friendship Evangelism in Contemporary Society. 



WICKFORD 
Keith Britton 
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We are thankful for 
Steve in his 
perseverance with his 
ministry training at 
Spurgeon's College 
and for his leadership 
of the men's group 
and with CVM, which 
seems to be going 
from strength to 
strength. Steve’s son, 
William, is also 
growing in knowledge 
and spirituality and 
has embraced the 
assistant leadership position in the youth ministry.   

We are also thankful that one of our young people has made a profession of 
faith and is showing immediate and continual signs of growth.  

Along with the success of the Men's work, Gwen and Traci have been leading 
a monthly Women's Meeting which has seen visitors from the 
neighbourhood.  This has been as a result of our door-to-door visitation with 
the Good News paper.   

We appreciate too Jag's leading of our weekly Bible Studies, which continue to 
be well-attended and are a source of deeper fellowship and growth in 
knowledge.  

Our Junior Church is continuing to run but numbers are low and sporadic. 

Our building venture is still in the planning stages and we have met some 
resistance from a couple of our neighbours (affectionately known as Sanballat 
and Tobiah). We would value your prayers in the handling of this situation as 
well as for all the above mentioned activities, as we remember you all as you 
serve in each of your Churches.  



WITHAM 
Will Abbott 
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Greetings from Valley 
Church.  The Lord bless 
you wherever this is 
being read. 

We continue to give 
thanks for so much as 
we approach the three 
year point of the 
current pastorate.  
Since the previous 
Prayer Focus, two 
people have given their 
lives to the Lord, and 
we have also enjoyed 
two believer’s 
baptisms, one a young man from South Africa, and the other being the 
Pastor’s teenage son.  Last Sunday four new members were welcomed into 
the fellowship, and we anticipate further baptisms and additional members 
later in 2016.  Praise God!      

Prayer continues to be important for us, with our monthly Prayer 24 events, 
and the Pastor’s regular prayer lunches with local Ministers.   

Attendance at both morning and evening Sunday services has increased 
slightly, and it is encouraging to see some of the newer folk becoming 
involved in church life.  It is particularly good to see those who were once new 
themselves, now welcoming others.  We have some more musicians who now 
play an active part in services and bring some variety to our times of worship. 
We would be grateful if you could continue to uphold in prayer those who 
attend the Valley for whatever reason, particularly those whose health means 
they are not able to attend as often as they would like. 

We look forward to the dedication service for the baby boy of one our new 
families in March, and to our trip to the Alpha Holy Spirit day at HTB, Onslow 
Square, London, later the same month.      
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FORTHCOMING 2016 DATES 
For your diary 

Date Time Location 

Saturday 5th March 9.45am Faith Matters Day: Evangelism in a 

Contemporary Society 

20th to 27th March All week UEC Week of Prayer 

Saturday 30th April 9.45am Faith Matters Day: Jewish Feasts 

Tuesday 7th June 7.30pm Prayer Meeting: Little Totham 

Saturday 2nd July 10.00am UEC Family Day 

Thursday 15th September 7.30pm Prayer Meeting: Southend 

Saturday 22nd October 9.45am Faith Matters Day: Realising a Vision 

Tuesday 15th November 7.30pm Prayer Meeting: Rayleigh 

If you are interested in supporting the Union of Evangelical 
Churches by getting involved in the promotion of events 
and the UEC please contact Dave Partridge via the UEC 

Office.  We are particularly interested in expanding our use 
of Social Media and the UEC website. 

It is hoped there will be some events specially for young people. Please look 
out for details and encourage your youngsters to come along.  


