
PRAYER F   CUS 
Spring 2017 



 

WELCOME FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Brian Wood 
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It is a privilege for me to be given the opportunity to 
contribute to this magazine which simultaneously celebrates 
the ongoing faithfulness of the Lord of the Church whilst 
highlighting prayer requests from believing communities that 
together make up the Union of Evangelical Churches as they 
seek to be obedient to their own distinctive “heavenly vision.” 

But what of our responsibilities to one another individually 
and as member Churches of the Union?  Am I, are you, are we, “my (our) 
brother’s keeper?” 

Galatians is probably the earliest of Paul’s letters to New Testament Churches. 
It challenges believers to contend for the truths of the Christian Gospel and be 
living examples of the Holy Spirit’s power to transform lives from the inside 
out.  In chapter 6 we have two spiritual obligations that appear to be 
contradictory: v2 (NKJV) “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ,” and v5: “For each one shall carry his own load.” 

This personal experience of mine helps clarify their equal relevance: I was 
assessing four lads in their mid-teens on a practice lightweight overnight 
hiking and camping expedition.  As required by the rules they and their back 
packs were checked for safety and loading.  I had concerns over one lad who 
was under-sized for his age but at every check point none of the four gave any 
cause for concern—quite the opposite, they were in high spirits, looking for 
the next challenge. 

So on schedule they set off on the final section. It happened that the last 
footpath crossed a road along which we were driving to get to the overnight 
stopping point ahead of them.  It was then the “penny dropped” the close 
friend of lightest built lad was carrying both their packs—they were too 
preoccupied to notice us and we never let on what we had seen.  

We are responsible for our own load, but if and when it becomes 
unmanageable and a burden, then “agape” love (that the Saviour taught 
should be the hallmark of the believing community) is to come to the rescue, 
being shown through prayer and simple deeds of kindness and generosity of 
spirit. 



CAMBERWELL 
Fred Hintze 
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Since the previous edition of Prayer Focus, our life and activities have 
continued much the same. We have much to thank God for. 

The young peoples’ work continues to flourish, although numbers are down a 
little. During the Easter holiday our annual Children’s Holiday Club will be 
running, an outreach that usually sees up to 100 young people attend. We are 
grateful for the faithful attendance of adults who help with the running of 
these meetings and events – all voluntarily offered of course. 

Sunday Services continue to be well-attended, and in recent years we have 
thanked God for several baptisms and admission into membership. 

We continue to uphold other UEC Churches in our prayers. We share with you 
some specific points for the life of our fellowship here at Camberwell: 

• Camberwell continues to be a difficult area to live in. Please pray for the 
safety of all our members, especially the young people; 

• Although we are a busy Church, we need to hear and understand God’s 
will for us at this time. Please pray for us as we consider how to reach 
out to the young people in our part of south-east London; 

• Please pray that God will raise up younger folk willing to take on various 
responsibilities of leadership in due course. 

UEC Faith Matters Days 
Saturday 13th May (9.45am-1.00pm) 

Rayleigh Evangelical Church 
Why do bad things happen to God’s 

good people? 
Guest Speaker: Dr Sam Gordon, Director of Truth for Today 



CANNING TOWN 
Trevor Matthews, Cliff Walk Church 
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Our theme for 2017: “Let us fix 
our eyes on Jesus” “Tendo os 
olhos fitos em Jesus” Hebrews 
12:2  

With so much change and 
uncertainty around us, we must 
fix our eyes on Jesus in 2017. 
Therefore we are focusing on 
the implications of this Scripture 
for our lives and Church this 
year. We thank God for the 
wonderful baptismal service at 
the end of January when two 
teenagers and two ladies in their 
20s (the four being from four 
different countries!) gave their 
testimonies and made a public 
commitment of their faith in 
front of family and friends. It 
was standing room only for the 
latecomers—praise God! 

We thank God too for those of various ages who are in discipleship classes and 
pray that they will be baptised later in the year.  

Please also pray for: 

• Leandro, our Associate Pastor, as he studies and works for the Church; 

• A number who face challenging housing situations; 

• More children and young people to come and that they may grow up 
following Christ; 

• Outreach activities focused around Easter. 

The photographs show our January baptismal service. 



CHELMSFORD 
Mark Parrott, Grove Road Evangelical Church 
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Greetings from Grove Road Evangelical Church! 

It’s been a difficult winter for us as a Church, with a number of members 
having been ill and/or hospitalized, seemingly all at the same time. 

However, we do praise God for an answer to prayer for one of our regular 
attendees, Maria, who, in her late 40’s nearly lost her life with severe 
pneumonia. She was given only a 50/50 chance of pulling through. Much 
prayer went up as she was transferred to Papworth in Cambridge. There was a 
real possibility of brain damage, but she has miraculously pulled through and 
is now undergoing rehab in Braintree. 

Pray that the LORD would restore those who are laid aside and that as we 
move into Spring we will know the newness of His mercy and a fresh 
outpouring of His Spirit. 

Paul Adams, Church Secretary, writes: 

At the end of March, Mark will be embarking on an exciting new venture, of 
which some of you will already be aware.  

He has felt the call of God upon his life to reach Muslims within the UK, and 
especially London, with the claims of Jesus Christ.  

So, alongside his preaching and pastoral ministry within the Church here at 
Grove Road, he will be giving 2.5 days a week to work as part of Pfander 
(named after Karl Pfander, the Swiss missionary to the Muslim world). 
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Pfander exists to: Refute Islam; Reach Muslims; Resource the church. 

Mark has had to raise his own support and is grateful to Grove Road Church, 
the UEC, and to individuals and friends who have given generously to enable 
this venture to happen. Mark has 90% of his funding in place now. Please pray 
for him as he steps out in faith, that his labour for the LORD in this field will 
not be in vain, and that our God would begin to blow a wind through the 
house of Islam in our own nation. 

Mark will be available as a resource to UEC Churches in this area of outreach, 
and is willing to come and share about his mission to Muslims to any Churches 
who may be interested.  He is one of the speakers at the UEC Family Day on 
30 September. 

Forthcoming events: 

Sunday 23 April @ 11.00am—Service in Celebration of Caribbean Culture; 

Sunday 7 May @ 11.00am—Commissioning Service for Mark Parrott as he 
begins his ministry to Muslims. 

Did the title catch your attention?  You have no doubt heard the expression 
that “the young people are the future church”. Well, with a little poetic 
licence, the youth of our Churches are the future UEC.  No matter how young 
we feel, there will come a time when the baton will need passing – even 
Methuselah finally succumbed ! 

The Youth Connect Committee was formed to plan events with the object of 
bringing our youth groups together.  Unlike the other UEC committees, it has 
an “open” membership—anyone is welcome to attend and put forward ideas. 

By the time you read this, the Spring event will, DV, have taken place, and 
preparations for the Summer event (July 8th—archery and games) are in 
hand.  We aim to provide a minimum of three events per year, and the dates 
will be advertised well in advance. 

So we encourage all our Churches to promote these events. If your Church has 
no youth at present, remember to pray for the events.  Consider too, that 
your Sunday School is your future youth group! 

THE NEXT UEC 
Keith Britton 



CORRINGHAM 
June White 
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We thank God for: 

Our Harvest Service in September—it is good to be reminded of God’s good 
gifts to us.  The service was taken by London City Missionary Jeff Potter. 
Donated food was given to be used in London. 

We celebrated 102 years of witness in the area at our Church Anniversary in 
October. 

Kids’ Zone took place in December where many crafts were enjoyed by the 
children followed by a Bible Story. 
We thank the Lord this was well 
attended. 

We went carol singing around the 
streets also knocking on doors to 
give invitations to the Carol 
Service. Both the Family Service 
and Carol Service saw the Church 
full and new contacts made. 

We held a Baptismal Service on 22nd January - we were encouraged by the 
testimonies of Jack and Olly before they were baptised, also for the witness to 
their family and friends. 

We are planning another Baptismal Service to be held in April. Please pray for 
those preparing to be baptised. 

Please pray for further outreach being planned: 

• Litter Picking around the 
streets—25th March; 

• Chocolate Egg making 
evening—14th April; 

• Christianity Explored—
starting 18th April.  



CRESSING 
Dennis Ivey 
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As many of you may know, the Church here in 
Cressing, with the help of the UEC, has 
undertaken to rebuild the church and hall.  

After many problems the church is now 99% 
finished. The hall will be started in the summer so 
it will be nice to have a break from the building 
works.  Sadly we have had about 10 people who 
have made it their mission to try and interrupt the 
building programme; however despite their 
efforts most of the village have supported the rebuilding. We thank God that 
nothing is impossible for Him and we have seen many answers to our prayers. 
Recently we have had the good news that the building of around 100 houses 
will be started soon, and that’s just the beginning. 

Once the hall has been completed we want the UEC to use Cressing as a 
resource for all our family member Churches.  

At the moment the Church is involved with Cressing Events Volunteers who 
put on lunches for the older folk. Also the work in two primary schools 
continues along with Chaplaincy at Freeport and Amtek in Witham.  

We are amazed that so many of our fellowship travel from far flung places 
such as Rayleigh, Sible Hedingham, Tiptree and Colchester. 

We are thankful for the small amount of children that come and hope with all 
the new house building going on it will bring more children into the area.  

A special baptism event will be taking place soon for the main contractor who 
became a Christian whilst he was working on the church. He will be baptised 
in the pool he built. Is this a first? 

Please pray for:  

• An increase in the number of children attending; 

• For safety for those in the fellowship who travel long distances; 

• That the hall rebuilding will be completed without any objections; 

• Healing for those who have been so against the church rebuilding.   
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DAWS HEATH 
Chris Banks 

We continue to give thanks to the Lord for 
His goodness to us at Daws Heath and 
would value your prayers for the following: 

• A couple of our older ladies, Grace 
Blake and Irene Potter are frail and 
unwell so need the help of the Lord; 

• That the children who come along to the Sunday School each week may 
be saved early in life; 

• We long to see conversions amongst people in the neighbourhood and 
also in our families as a number of us have unsaved loved ones. 

We shall be holding a service on Good Friday 14th April at 6.30pm to which all 
are welcome. 

Faith Matters Days take place on three Saturday mornings during each year, 
focusing on a topic which challenges us in our daily living. 

Each session has a speaker from outside the UEC, so that fresh insights, 
information and strategies are presented to us, all in an inter-active style: 
questions and open discussions are expected! The morning begins about 
9.45am, finishing by 1.00pm, with refreshments served half way through. 

Earlier this month, the guest speaker was the Revd Charlie Kosla speaking on 
“Why don’t people come to church like they used to?” He challenged us to 
think differently about how we do and are “Church”. On 13 May, once again 
Dr Sam Gordon speaks to us—the subject being “Why do bad things happen 
to God’s good people?” The question of suffering must be addressed within a 
Gospel context. In the autumn, we have invited friends from Green Christian. 
They will speak on our responsibilities as stewards of God’s creation, and its 
connection with the Gospel. 

Look out for details and why not give it a try! 

FAITH MATTERS DAYS 
Howard Gardner 



EASTWOOD 
Malcolm Richards 
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In our report in the Autumn 2016 
edition of Prayer Focus we gave 
details of future events, so let’s deal 
with these before moving on.   

Our Harvest Café Church attracted 
about 85 including the Rainbows and 
Mums & Tots and families, along 
with the Brownies Group (who did 
not start here officially until 

November).  Our harvest produce was donated to 
our local homeless centre.  Our next event was 
Christmas and again was well-attended with about 
75 joining with us.  

As to our regular activities, Leighfields Ladies still 
meet fortnightly with a mixture of testimony, 
ministry, music and missionary updates and 
occasionally augmented by craft afternoons and will 
celebrate their 53rd anniversary at the end of March.  

Our Kids on Monday Club is continuing with about 12 
attending each club night. 

The work with the Mums & Tots Group and the 
Ladies Contact Group are still well-supported.  

We are continuing our “Prayer Space” as successor to 
“Stand in the Gap”, where we gather for prayer on 
Tuesdays with an open church for visitors to “drop 
in”. 

One of our members, Ruby Chapman, passed away, 
aged 94. She was previously very active in providing 
knitted items which were donated to children and 
others in need in Kenya. 
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Simon and Linda have just returned from a time of preaching, teaching, prison 
and schools visitation in Kenya, including on one occasion “rain stopped 
preaching” due to heavy rain hammering down on a tin roof! 

Our theme for the year is “Break up the fallow ground” based on Hosea 10:12. 

Our “prayer and share” times on some Sunday evenings are usually well-
attended with many of the congregation participating.  

Our published Prayer Line is still being produced weekly.  

The Church will be celebrating its 90th anniversary over the Easter weekend. 

GREAT WAKERING 
Steve Farrow 
We are thankful for a good 
Christmas season at Great 
Wakering and our Christmas 
services were well-attended, 
particularly Carols by 
Candlelight for which we 
were also joined by the Great 
Wakering Community Choir, 
who boosted our numbers 
(and the singing volume!). 
The Choir will be returning to 
the church in April to hold a 
village concert. 

We continue to have contact with a good number of young people at the 
various midweek activities (Boys' Club, Girls' Brigade and Youth Club) but sadly 
we see few of them in church on Sundays. Please pray that the relationships 
we build with the youngsters and the seeds we sow during these activities 
may take root and that they may want to know more about the Saviour. 

Our Junior Church has been renamed JAM (Jesus And Me) and is now served 
with toast and a drink! We are also in the process of planning our Summer 
Holiday Club when we hope to reach and draw in more youngsters and hope 
that some of them may join us for JAM in the Autumn term. 
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As people are moving into the new housing development on the outskirts of 
the village we now have some "welcome baskets" consisting of some goodies 
(sachets of sugar, coffee and teabags, chocolates) and a welcome card also 
giving some information about the Church. As we distribute these amongst 
the new houses we pray that this simple gift will be well-received and that this 
outreach opportunity may attract some new people to the Church. 

Our building project—the remodelling and rebuilding of the entrance to the 
Church—is moving to the next stage. The planning application has been 
granted and all necessary funding is in place and we hope that building work 
will commence soon.  

We continue to remember all our sister Churches of the UEC in our prayers, 
and we would value your prayers too for all the above plus our other outreach 
activities (Coffee Hour and Ladies' Night), and our regular ministry and Bible 
teaching as we seek to proclaim the Gospel. Ever conscious of our need for 
the Lord's guidance in all areas, our motto text for this year is “Show me Your 
ways, O Lord, teach me Your paths, guide me in Your truth and teach me.” 
Psalm 25:4-5 
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LITTLE TOTHAM 
David Brewer 
Church life goes on with Sunday morning services attended by 10 to 12 
people. A visitor recently commented that she is given a warm friendly 
welcome. That is so encouraging to us. My wife Anne leads worship with her 
guitar or violin, and sometimes is accompanied by others on piano. 

The regular Village Teas continue to be well supported, and we note that 
sometimes up to half the number attending do not attend Church anywhere 
else or have no faith at all.  

We are planning our Annual Palm Sunday Walk from Little Totham EC to All 
Saints’ Church, concluding with a Service celebrating Palm Sunday.  

We are grateful to God for His guidance. We continue to remember all other 
UEC Churches in our prayers. 

Please pray for us:  

• That the Village Teas will lead to people responding to the challenge of 
the Gospel; 

• That we will maintain good health in all the busy-ness of life; 

• That plans for the Palm Sunday Walk will attract people; 

• That we will always be known as a friendly welcoming Church. 

UEC FAMILY DAY 
Howard Gardner 
Once again the Promotion Committee is planning a Family Day. This time it 
takes place in September, in response to requests to avoid the summer time. 

We have invited Tim Dieppe from Christian Concern, an organisation that 
wants “a strong Christian voice in the public sphere” and campaigns on a 
number of issues. There will be a range of workshops including Outreach to 
Muslims, Craft, Messy Church, Music, a Surprise Debate and a children’s 
programme.  The day ends with Corringham Music Group leading our singing. 

If you have not been to a Family Day before, why not try this one: Saturday 30 
September, 10.00am to 4.00pm. 



They came, bearing spices, that first Easter morn 

Expecting a body to find. 

But Jesus had risen – an angel declared 

O why had their faith been so blind? 

 

Then, leaving their spices, they ran off to tell 

His disciples, “Believe and don’t doubt.” 

In amazement they listened: could it really be true? 

John and Peter returned to find out. 

 

There, passing the spices, they entered the tomb. 

No body, just grave-clothes, were there. 

The Lord has arisen!  Let’s spread the good news 

And life everlasting declare. 

 

The spices, discarded, spread over the ground, 

Their fragrance could surely not last. 

But Jesus was still in the garden, and they 

Anointed His feet as He passed. 

 

And we, like those spices, expensive and rare, 

What purpose do we have today? 

A fragrance of life to those seeking the Lord? 

Let’s declare Him, the true Living Way. 

EASTER SPICES 
A poem 
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SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 
Bill Hoggard 
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Here at Southend we are in an exciting time of change!  

As you can see from the photographs, we have removed the pulpit and left a 
simple platform. This has opened up the front of the hall, making it look larger 
and more accessible. We still have to have the carpet fitted on the platform 
and the main carpet cleaned. We have installed a wall-mounted projector and 
brought in new microphones, which gives speakers greater freedom to move 
around. Before, the only microphone was on the pulpit, so you had to stay 
put. 

God has provided the finance for the work, and by His grace we will be able to 
change the pews for chairs. Later this month we are having the sanctuary 
redecorated, so watch this space.  

We are seeing change in another, more important area: our congregation. 
God has blessed us with growth, bringing in people from different nations;  
this means we now have people from Romania, Armenia, Nigeria, Ghana, 
Ivory Coast, Brazil, Trinidad, South Africa, West Indies and of course, the odd 
few from England! We are becoming a multi-cultural Church and feel we really 
accurately represent the changing demographic of Southend. We are enjoying 
the opportunity to learn about other cultures and are experiencing a fresh 
flavour in our praise and worship. 

For Valentine’s Day we delivered 500 Father’s Love Letters with prayer request 
cards round local doors to let people know how much they are loved by their 
Heavenly Father. Please join us in praying that Holy Spirit will water the seeds 
that we have sown. 



STANWAY 
Barbara Ratcliffe 
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Warmest greetings to all from here at Stanway Evangelical Church. 

Christmas here was a very busy season with the village carol service, carol 
singing at Sainsbury’s and our own carol services. Christmas Eve afternoon we 
had a Messy Church session followed by a Crib Service, all well attended and 
much enjoyed.  

We continue to work well in conjunction with the three other Churches in 
Stanway, with whom we have a good relationship.  

On March 25th we are holding another Barn Dance, tickets on sale at the 
moment (usually a popular social event!). Our spring teaching focus is entitled 
“Going Deeper” and forms part of Sunday morning worship; these are very 
informative and interesting messages.  

We have recently appointed a Children’s & Youth Worker to lead our young 
people—a new appointment for our Church—and we look forward to 
welcoming her here on April 18th.  



- 17 - 

On a very sad note we record that Joan Beaver passed into her Lord’s 
presence on 25th February. Part of our membership for many years, Joan was 
well known and much loved by many, and she will be greatly missed by us all.  

In August we will again be having an outing for the over 60’s. These trips are 
always well-supported and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.  

We have recently commenced a new venture, the Thursday Community 
Coffee Morning, and these appear to be becoming popular sessions.  

The Church Away Weekend at Sizewell Hall was again a really special time of 
fellowship and fun.  We are so fortunate to have this opportunity to spend 
time together focussing on the Lord.   

We give our thanks and praise to the Lord for past events and ask His blessing 
on His work for the future.  During the coming months we would ask that you 
remember us in prayer for the following issues: 

• For the new Children’s & Youth Worker, that she will settle here with us 
and enjoy working with all the children and young people; 

• The restructure of the Church Leadership Team and those with 
responsibilities for the ongoing activities and meetings; 

• For guidance on how to have a greater impact in the local community 
with our outreach attempts and to further promote the spiritual growth 
and wellbeing of our Fellowship. 

We assure you as always of our continued prayer support for you all and we 
give our grateful thanks to the Lord for all His love and daily blessings. We do 
ask that you would also consider us in your prayers.  

“Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. Be 
joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” Romans 12:11-12 



WICKFORD 
Steve Hensley 
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As we head into 2017, our new church building is progressing nicely, with the 
work hoping to be completed in the Spring. God is good!  

Please pray that God will guide us to know how to use the new building of the 
church hall and the Church for his Glory. Also pray that the building is to be 
the place where souls are saved. 

Our Junior Church is small but still carries on. Our youth group has nine 
members who are all searching: pray for them!  Souls to be saved! 

Our monthly Men’s Group (Kingsmen) continues to progress and support the 
men practically and spiritually. 

Our monthly Ladies’ Evening continues to keep a steady number with different 
speakers each month. 

As a Church that worships on a Sunday morning and evening, we are very 
small in number—lost a few people, gained some people, but keep going. Our 
speakers that fill the pulpit on Sundays are of good biblical character that 
keeps our faithful strong. 

Keep praying and keep pressing on! 

“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you 
are doing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11 



WITHAM 
Brian Wood on behalf of Valley Church 
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Most of our UEC readers will 
be aware by now that Will 
Abbott resigned from the 
Pastorate last September.   
Despite formal attempts by 
the UEC Ministerial Committee 
and informal initiatives by 
several individuals over many 
months, the situation proved 
to be intractable.  Such 
partings are inevitably painful, 
and we pray that all affected might know peace that is beyond human 
understanding. 

In line with current UEC practice, the Ministerial Committee has appointed Bill 
Hoggard (Minister at Southend EC) to be Moderator at Valley Church. 

David Howson (Elder at Valley Church) has provided the following: 

Praise 

For His provision in our daily needs, as individuals and as a Church. We have 
proved yet again that God is faithful to His promises. We can rely on Him in 
every aspect of our lives as a Church. He is knitting us together into the family 
we need to be, and we are welcoming additions to the family in some really 
unusual ways. 

God is good. 

Prayer 

For wisdom in discipling our new converts and drawing in many more we have 
contacted over the last few weeks. 

For several of our Church family who have severe health problems, that God 
would give grace under duress and miraculous healing. 

For release from addictions—substance and harmful ways and behaviours, 
that God would replace the cravings with His Love and fullness. 



Hello Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ.  

Without having met very many 
of you at all, it is nevertheless 
good to be joining you all in 
the UEC family.  How do I 
know that it is going to be 
good?  Because it is very 
clearly something that God 
Himself has brought into being.  Hallelujah!  

A year ago, we knew that our time at Victoria Road Chapel was coming to an 
end. The best we could hope for was perhaps an extension to our stay for 
another year or two. It was not a very good feeling. We had developed our 
own ways of doing things, and did not relish returning to St Margaret's 
Church, although we all have many friends there, and love the Rector, Rev 
John Guest.  We believed that God was doing a new thing amongst us, and we 
could not understand why our journey was to end with us returning to exactly 
where we were eight or nine years previously! 

Late last year, in a meeting with Brian and the UEC leadership, everyone was 
stunned to hear our Rector suggest that we become members of the 
UEC.  Discussing it later, we were all convinced that it was a Holy Spirit 
inspired moment.   

Today, some months later, we are effectively independent of St Margaret’s, 
and looking forward to the day when we become fully fledged members of the 
UEC.   

Before that happens, and possibly before we begin to see God at work 
amongst us in a new way, we will see some of our key members leave.  One 
couple are going to the south coast, another to the USA, and one or two may 
go back to the Church of England.  All we really know is that God has made a 
way for us to continue as we are, taking responsibility for ourselves and 
seeking to reach out to our local community.  It is exciting.  We look forward 
to seeing what God will do amongst us and through us.   
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STANFORD-LE-HOPE 
Graham Marshall, Fresh Hope Community 
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SHOEBURY 
Brian Wood 
It is encouraging to report that our chapel at Shoebury is being used every day 
for local community purposes. 

MyTownSouthend (MTS) which runs the community work tell us that they are 
consolidating the work, with one-to-one services, parental skills courses, 
counselling, computer skills classes and community meetings. In addition, the 
Wellspring Church conducts services most Sundays. 

MTS is increasing its reach into the community, and are now “paying their 
way” for the upkeep of the building. The UEC Ministerial Committee will 
review progress in the summer, and meanwhile, Phil South and I maintain 
contact and regularly visit the chapel. We are pleased with what is taking 
place here – an outreach for the Gospel without using words. 

We eat together regularly, have a Christian film each month and a social/
games night.  Our Bible studies are always well-attended with about a dozen 
of us.  Our Sunday services see about 30 regular members.  We still long to 
see others join us, and new people come to faith.  

We are really grateful to the UEC for allowing us to use the premises, for your 
generosity to us and for agreeing to accept us into the fold, probably in 2018. 
We hope that we will be a positive addition to the fold, and hope that we can 
all learn from one another. 



UEC MEN’S BREAKFAST REVIEW 
Steve Hensley 
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We held a UEC Men’s Breakfast last November 
2016.  The day was well-attended with up to 46 
men attending. 

Our speaker was Steve Kersys who works for the 
Church of England as a family support liaison 
minister. He gave his testimony and shared how 
God is working in his life and the people he 
comes into contact with. 

This was the first UEC Men’s Breakfast and it is 
planned to run three or four breakfasts every 
year.  A lot of prayer has gone into staging this 
event, and God has blessed this in more ways 
than one. A huge “thank you” goes out to 
everyone that attended and towards all the helpers. 

The next UEC Men’s Breakfast is taking place as Prayer Focus goes to press. 
Hopefully you made it and we see you again in June. 

Saturday 17th June 2017 at Rayleigh Evangelical Church 

8.30am-10.30am 

Speaker from Faith Fuelled Racing 
Thanks again for your support and prayers in this venture, I truly believe that 
it is God-driven.  Keep praying... 



THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS 
Reviewed by Dennis Ivey 
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Although C.S. Lewis died 65 years ago, he 
continues to have an impact in today’s 
Christian theology. It is as relevant now as it 
was when Lewis, an atheist, had an amazing 
conversion, which he describes in his first book 
Surprised by Joy.   

Martin Luther wrote “The best way to drive out 
the devil, if he will not yield to texts of 
Scripture, is to jeer and flout him, for he 
cannot bare scorn”. In The Screwtape Letters, 
published in 1942, the scorn flows like an 
unending cascade. 

In the preface, Lewis reminds us that the devil 
is a liar, and that there are two opposing errors 
into which we can fall: one is to disbelieve in 
the devil's existence, the other is to believe he exists and have an unhealthy 
interest in him. The devil is over the moon by both errors. 

The book centres around two characters, Uncle Screwtape (the devil) and his 
nephew Wormwood. Screwtape tasks Wormwood to destroy the person in his 
charge, who Screwtape often refers to as “the patient”. Wormwood is to 
destroy any thoughts the patient has about the Christian faith by any means 
he can.  So when things do not go according to plan, Wormwood 
communicates with his uncle telling him the reason why he has failed.  

Screwtape responds, and his second letter notes with grave displeasure that 
the patient has become a Christian and then offers advice on how to destroy 
the man’s new-found faith.  Chapter by chapter we see the devil's plan failing 
and we see God's hand protecting His new convert.  

In the last chapter, Screwtape writes “You have let a soul slip through your 
fingers”. Although this book was published over seventy years ago, it has lost 
none of its wit and is beautifully written. Once you start reading you will find it 
hard to put down. It is still a great reminder of the devil's continuing efforts to 
destroy God's plans and shows us what God does to protect His own.  
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FORTHCOMING DATES 
For your diary 

Date Time Location 

Tue 21 March 7.30pm Prayer Meeting, Great Wakering 

Sat 25 March 1.30pm Youth Connect: Megazone Centre, Rayleigh 

Sat 13 May 9.45am Faith Matters Day: ‘Why do bad things happen 

21 to 28 May All week UEC Week of Prayer 

Sat 17 June 8.30am Men’s Breakfast, Rayleigh 

Wed 28 June 6.30pm Strawberry Tea followed by Prayer Meeting at 

7.30pm, Cressing 

Sat 8 July TBC Youth Connect: archery and sports, Ardleigh 

Sat 30 September 10.00am UEC Family Day, Rayleigh 

Oct/Nov—date 

TBC 

9.45am Faith Matters Day: ‘Why should we care for 

God’s creation?’, Rayleigh 

If you are interested in supporting the Union of 
Evangelical Churches by getting involved in the 

promotion of events and the UEC please contact Dave 
Partridge via the UEC Office.  We are particularly 

interested in expanding our use of Social Media, the 
UEC website and graphic design. 


