PRAYER F CUS
Autumn 2015

WELCOME FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Brian Wood

I am writing this article having just attended the third
Faith Matters session of 2015 where our speaker Dr Sam
Gordon of Messianic Testimony was appreciated for both
content and style.
The trend of increasing turnout at such events has
continued and nearly 40 present enjoyed fellowship
around the Word as our speaker described three Jewish
Festivals in particular and applied them to the gospel. He
urged us to continue to uphold his and like ministries in
prayer.
We give thanks for the Promotion Committee who amongst other
responsibilities organise the Faith Matters series, the Family Day in June and
the bi-annual editions of the Prayer Focus magazine. We pray for their efforts
at providing ways of building His Church within the UEC.
Our efforts through the Finance and Ministerial Committees to meet our legal
and other obligations and smooth the administrative burden for member
churches—though
often
mundane—
continue. We give thanks for Committee
members and Howard our Secretary/
Administrator, and pray for wisdom in
decision making.
Nominations for UEC office will be open
shortly. It is becoming increasingly evident
that unless more Ministers (Directors)
volunteer for office our ability to discharge
our responsibilities will suffer.

Dr Sam Gordon

To end on a more upbeat tone, within the
UEC there are examples of Churches who
are expanding their vision and setting
aside pre-conceptions in order to meet the
challenge of today. Why not pray that the
Lord will give your Church such a burden?
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CAMBERWELL

Fred Hintze (as told to Howard Gardner)
The summer season is over and we can report the autumn programme of
Church life is getting under way. It is easy to say “the usual events will take
place” but our prayer is for a freshness in the routine, looking to the Lord
Jesus for salvation and life and liberty.
It is very encouraging to tell you that recently, six people came to faith in Jesus
Christ and three of them have been baptised: what joy in heaven! As we turn
to the autumn,
Harvest
Thanksgiving has
taken place, and
plans for the
Christmas Social
are taking shape.
This event brings
many people in for
films, food, singing
contributions,
humour and a
Gospel message.
Please pray for the
continued safety
of everyone who
attends
here—
especially
the
young
people—
and
for
the
message of the
Gospel
to
challenge
those
who hear it.
May the Lord be
with you where He
has placed you.
-3-

CANNING TOWN
Trevor Matthews
We thank God for:


The work of Pastor Jonathan Findlay and his family over the past nine
years. They left us in August as Jonathan has taken up a pastorate on
Guernsey;



Leandro Merigio, now working for the Church full-time and starting part
-time study at the London School of Theology;



Members realising again that we all need to serve within the body of
Christ;



New people who come most Sundays.

Please pray for:


Leandro as he studies and works full time for the Church;



The new Leadership Team being put into place;



How we respond to the challenges of a transient population;



Unity as we discuss the longer term future;



Deepening fellowship across the many nationalities;



The children and young people, that they may grow up following Christ;



Opportunities to witness as we move towards Christmas and the new
year.

The photograph shows (from left to right): Leandro Merigio, Daniel (Jonathan
and Angela’s son), Angela, Pastor Jonathan, and Adriana (Leandro’s wife).
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CHELMSFORD
Mark Parrott

It’s been a quiet summer for us as a fellowship. We sadly lost two of our
elderly members who went to be with the Lord, and with other folk away we
have felt our smallness at times. However, we are encouraged on several
fronts:


We have been pleased to house the Chelmsford Foodbank since the
beginning of July. Although none of our members are serving there, we
do pray for this venture and I’m on the premises when they meet two
mornings a week;



Also I’ve had some really worthwhile conversations on the streets of
our city in my weekly ‘street witness’. One of those spoken to now
comes regularly to our services and I’m having one-to-one Bible studies
with him;



Please pray for our third apologetics series, ‘Contenders’, which we are
running jointly with friends from Wickford EC. Please note this will now
be held on a Friday evening so as not to clash with any Sunday services
and all are welcome to attend.

Please pray for each of the above in the following ways:


Foodbank (where clients are offered prayer);



Street witness (through the use of a questionnaire);



‘Contenders’ Series (for believers to be built up in their faith).

Next UEC Prayer Meeting
Tuesday 17th November—7.15pm

Corringham
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CORRINGHAM
June White

‘I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I
trust.”’ Psalm 91:2
On Good Friday we met together for a half night of prayer. During this time
we had times of group prayer and shared around the Lord’s table. In the hall
there were individual prayer activities where you could reflect and pray about
things that were going on in your own
life/family.
In June we held our Church Garden Party
where you could enjoy a cream tea and/
or a BBQ. The children were able to try
and make many different crafts. The
afternoon was well attended and many
new contacts made.
We praise the Lord for the fellowship we
have had with new families who have
been coming along on a Sunday.
On 6th September we enjoyed a meal
together after the morning service to
celebrate with Richard & Denise on their
40th Wedding Anniversary and Bryan &
Jean celebrating their 50th Wedding
Anniversary. We pray the Lord will
continue to bless them in their
respective marriages and their work for
the Lord.
Congratulations to James & Cheryl on
the birth of their son Daniel in May.
We started the year with both our
Ministers having health problems. We
thank the Lord for the measure of health
they now have but we would value your
continued prayer for them.
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CRESSING
Dennis Ivey

As I look back to the previous Prayer Focus I’m truly amazed at what God has
done and is doing here at Cressing. Before I started to write this report I tried
to think of anything negative that has happened since then, and to God’s glory
I cannot.
Our fellowship is growing, Bible Study and Prayer Meetings are also
increasing, and closeness of the fellowship is very high. Yes, we still need more
labourers for the work of the Kingdom, but I suppose that will always be the
case. The chaplaincy work continues at Freeport and Amtek in Witham, and
we are blessed to be invited into three primary schools for assemblies and
various events. Also the Church is very active with Cressing Events Volunteers,
which provide friendship and meals for the elderly folks in the local area.
We are greatly encouraged by the support within the Church for the vision to
re-build the ‘ancient walls’ and to prepare the Church for the next generation.
Many hours have been spent in prayer and fasting seeking God’s guidance.
Much time has been spent preparing the Church Building Strategy Document.
Looking back to the time I came to Cressing (nearly 16 years ago) apart from
three faithful ladies and one man everyone else is new to the Church.
This month will be one year on from when the Church linked up with ‘First and
Last Ministries.’ Two members of the Church are ex-JWs and are very active in
working with those who have been caught up with this cult.
Lastly, with great joy, we recently had two baptisms and are holding two more
early next year. We have also welcomed five people into membership.
We would request your prayer for:


The Building work: for the safety and witness to those who are working
here;



The Sunday Club: that the parents make this a priority for their children;



Wisdom for the Leadership Team as we enter into these exciting times;



For unity within the UEC leadership.
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DAWS HEATH
Chris Banks

We continue to give thanks to the Lord for His goodness to us and would value
prayer for the following:


Two of our older members who are struggling with health problems;



The three children who come along to the Sunday School each week
that early in life they may be saved;



That the Lord would open up for us further opportunities to share the
gospel in the neighbourhood;



That all of us may grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.
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EASTWOOD

Malcolm Richards
Since our report in the previous edition of Prayer Focus we have continued,
with God’s help, to maintain our witness in the community and had some
good responses to the activities that have taken place.
We invited the Rainbow Group, parents and helpers, to our Easter Services
and to our later Café Church and we are pleased to report that a good number
attended. We give God our thanks for that but long to see this on a regular
basis. With that in mind Mums & Tots, Rainbows and our Kids on Monday Club
were invited to our Harvest on October 4th and a report will be included in
the next Prayer Focus.
In September our Mums & Tots Group celebrated their 30th Anniversary. A
lot of work went into contacting former members whose children are now in
their 20’s and 30’s, and about 100 gathered for a time of reminiscence. There
was a reporter from the local evening paper present and a photograph and
full page article appeared in their paper the following week.
Our Kids on Monday Club is continuing, with about 12 attending each club
night.
The work with the Mums & Tots Group and The Ladies Contact Group are well
supported, and Pastor Graham takes every opportunity to share the gospel.
As we reported in previous editions, our Ministry Team provides the majority
of the ministry, and Simon Werrett leads Bible studies. Our “prayer and
share” times are well attended with many of the congregation participating.
Our published Prayer Line is still
being produced weekly. On a
practical note, the double
glazing necessary for some of
the windows is about to be put
in hand.
Our Secretary Malcolm Richards
has passed the certificate stage
towards his Theology degree.
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GREAT WAKERING
Brian Wood

We have spent much of the past year praying and fretting (I realise that the
two terms are incompatible but we’re only human) about the future of our
Boys Club when the leaders retired after serving so faithfully over so many
years. The situation seemed insoluble until, just before the autumn restart
was due, the positions of leader and helpers were filled. We give thanks for
answered prayer and ask for prayers for their settling-in process and some
more staff to come forward to provide greater resilience.
The photograph on
the right was taken in
September
at
a
celebration of the
juxtaposition of three
ninetieth birthdays in
July,
August and
September.
The
ladies reading from
left to right, younger
to older are, Beryl,
Daphne and Rene.
They are all members
and still active in the
Church—each have notable testimonies to the Lord’s goodness “through thick
and thin”.
It is very noticeable in the village situation that a paucity of ministers in the
other Churches has sometimes meant that we alone had Sunday Services.
We give thanks for men and those who support them who—despite all the
demands made by employment etc.—make time to prepare and deliver God’s
word, and we pray for them.
I am preparing for the service we shall take at the sheltered housing complex
and it being harvest time I conclude with our Lord’s words:
‘The harvest truly is plentiful, but the labourers are few. Therefore pray the
Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into His harvest’ Matthew 9:37-38
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LITTLE TOTHAM
David Brewer

Since the previous Prayer Focus magazine, we’ve concentrated trying to reach
local people with “Village Teas”. These Sunday afternoon occasions occur
roughly every six weeks. Only recently we had another flower arranging
demonstration given by Lionel Clark, a 1st prize winner at Chelsea Flower
Show and brother to our Brenda
Horsnell. He produced arrangements
based on lines from the hymn We
Plough the Fields and Scatter and he
made eight stunning displays all of
which were taken afterwards by various
members of the audience.
Earlier this year we also had a joint concert and cream tea with All Saints
Church on the green outside the church given by the Maldon Orchestra led by
my wife Anne. Money was raised for the Christian charity “Hand in Hand”.
These occasions provide excellent opportunities for getting to know local
people who after the concert in particular helped with dismantling marquees
and returning chairs and tables to the church. Over the years we have
witnessed people trusting the Lord, getting baptised and even passing to glory
following these occasions.
In July this year we saw the passing of our dear brother Lester Shelley who
had served the Church continually over a number of years in several
roles, including Treasurer and Elder and also welcomed people on the door
almost till the end. Space does not allow mention of everything that could be
said about Lester, but he has now received his reward and is “With Christ
which
is
far
better”.
Please
pray for Lester’s
wife Peggy, his
sons Mike and
Tim,
daughter
Julie, and all the
grandchildren.
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RAYLEIGH
Brian Wood

Following the closure of the Church at the end of December 2014, it has been
my privilege since last February to co-ordinate a small group from within and
outside the UEC which has met every few weeks to seek the Lord’s will
through Prayer and Scripture. We have also been conscious of the interest
and support of those who have been unable to be present but have joined
with us through the ministry of prayer.
The prayer group reflects different traditions and styles, but we have found
common ground through a shared acknowledgement of the truth of Scripture
and the efficacy of prayer. Our reflections through sharing have led us to the
conclusion that worship should re-commence at Rayleigh on alternate Sunday
evenings at 6.00pm from 11th October, and the Ministerial Committee of the
UEC have given their blessing.
On the afternoon of 27th September we gathered with others of like mind at
Rayleigh for a Service of Dedication and Commitment, adopting what we refer
to as an open and inclusive approach which we intend to characterise as our
preferred style for future services.
Reflecting on Scripture we drew lessons from Genesis 26:25 which describes
how when Isaac, as heir to the Promise yet still a nomad, arrived at a new
location, he built an altar, pitched his tent and dug a well. We made the link
with Hebrews 11 and the references in 1 Peter to us as a chosen pilgrim
people being built into a spiritual house charged with representing our Lord in
a world that in so many respects has lost its way. We were encouraged by 1
Corinthians 1:27 where Paul writes that God has chosen the foolish things of
the world to shame the wise, and
the weak things of the world to
shame the things which are
strong.
We would welcome your
continuing prayerful interest and
invite you to drop in on a Sunday
evening when convenient, but
please do not come en bloc and
overwhelm us.
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SHOEBURY
Brian Wood

The Ministerial Committee of the UEC has been sifting through several
expressions of interest in hiring these premises that ceased to be used for
worship last Easter.
We were particularly fascinated by, and drawn towards, a proposal that would
foster the use of the premises throughout the week for a variety of activities
organised by different groups. The overall aim would be to breathe new life
into the local community through a mix of activities—Christian included.
We have insufficient resources to manage such a scheme for ourselves so we
are continuing negotiations with a third party which is already engaged in
community activity and has offered safeguards against inappropriate use.
We value your prayers for this venture being both convinced of the potential
benefits and alive to possible pitfalls.
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SOUTHEND-ON-SEA
Bill and Nola Hoggard

Here at Southend Evangelical things are progressing slowly but surely and we
are thankful to God for the Church growth that we have seen; in May we
welcomed 10 people into membership (this included Bill & Nola because
despite being the Church Workers for almost two years they hadn’t actually
become members!).
We
have
been
enjoying the long hot
summer days; we
had our Church
outing
on
a
wonderfully hot day
in August. Cressing
Evangelical Church
kindly offered us the
use of their church
and garden and 24 of
us enjoyed a day of
BBQ
food,
fun
quizzes
and
fellowship.
We have started a
monthly Over 50’s
Lunch Club and hope
this will grow over
the winter months.
Our Mums & Tots
Group is continuing
to grow, and we have
had two new babies
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this year with a third expected in October. We enjoyed our picnic in the park
in August.
The weekly Bible Study/Prayer Time is now well established again and we
have some very interesting discussions. We are encouraged that there are
usually about 12 of us present to pray and enjoy God’s word together.
Sadly in April we said goodbye to Joy Leswell, who had been in lifelong
fellowship with the Southend Evangelical family. We are comforted to know
that Joy is now with
the Saviour that she
loved;
please
remember her sister
Freda in your prayers
as they had lived
together all their
lives, that she will
know the comfort
and peace that only
God can bring.
Please pray that we
will continue to know
God’s favour as we
seek to do His will
here in this corner of
Essex. We are being
very blessed and look
forward to seeing
more
of
His
abundant love and
provision for us all.
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STANWAY

Barbara Ratcliffe
‘But be sure to fear the LORD and serve Him faithfully, with all your heart;
consider what great things He has done for you (us).’ 1 Samuel 12:24
As we commence the Autumn/Winter seasons we extend our special
greetings to you all from us here at Stanway Evangelical Church.
Our busy summer period included the following occasions: sadly the passing
of Norah Orriss, then joyfully the baptism of Sarah, one of our young people,
and the wedding of Dale and Catherine. We also hosted an evening meal for
the parents of our Toddler Groups (a very happy and successful event). A
Men’s Breakfast was held recently with another planned for December; these
are well received by the participants. Our monthly coffee mornings continue
to be popular and well-supported, and we do pray that more of the local
residents will come along.
We have various fund-raising events planned; these include a musical evening
with a professional pianist, a barn dance, Christmas craft fair. Next year a
Church open day/fete is also planned all in aid of our development fund.
With reference to Christmas, we will be hosting the Stanway Primary School
Carol Service when we expect to see about 300 children, staff and parents etc.
attend. As in previous years we shall be carol singing at our local Sainsbury
store, sharing the village carol service with our local Anglican Church, and
carol singing at a residential home for the elderly. All the usual Christmas
Church activities will take place as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and
Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ.
We congratulate Nigel Drew on his recent appointment as an Associate
Minister of the UEC and we do assure him of our continued prayer and
support in the future.
As always we assure you all of our ongoing prayer support and do ask that you
will remember the work of our fellowship as we seek to serve our Lord in
every possible way.
With Christian love to you all.
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WICKFORD
Keith Britton

The picture above is is of our Church outing in July. It is good to look back to
joyful events and we thank God for all such times.
However we cannot stay in the past. We must look to the future and our
second picture shows the area behind our church – a rubbish site which we
are hoping to replace with a new hall.

We have obtained planning permission. Please pray that the funding will now
be found so that a purpose-built hall will enable us to extend our current
activities. May the project be successful in every sense of the word, and may
it bring honour and glory to our Saviour.
We are delighted to record the appointment of Steve Hensley as Associate
Minister here, and the development of a Leadership Team to take us forward
into the future, as God directs us.
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WITHAM
Will Abbott

Greetings from Valley Church. At the
start of a new term, we reflect on God’s
faithfulness, and look forward to seeing
what He has in store for us.
The Church is now benefitting from
Phase 2 of our refurbishments.
Following the establishment of the new
Nursery, and toilets and storage facilities
completed last year, the kitchen has
now had a facelift, we have new Gents’
toilets, new storage, and a smaller, more
practical vestry. We give thanks for
Will & Fiona Abbott
God’s provision to make this possible.
Recently we hosted Prayer 36, a day and a half of continuous prayer, attended
by 20-30 people. We now have an established monthly rhythm of prayer at
the Valley, and it was particularly encouraging this month to see those who do
not yet profess a personal faith attending over the weekend, seeking God
through prayer.
We enjoyed two believer’s baptisms this month, father and son, and have
another planned for October. All the various groups resumed after the
Summer, and we are encouraged that attendance remains high, particularly
amongst young people’s groups.
We have been looking forward to a number of events over the autumn term.
Monthly Men’s Stuff resumed in September, with a guest speaker and full
English breakfast. Toybox also continues—our gathering for young children
and their families. We have also recently held our latest Car Wash Café, and
we hosted live screening of some Rugby World Cup matches, accompanied by
games of tag rugby and food. We continue to pray for God’s blessing on all
the congregations in the UEC.
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FAMILY DAY 2015 REVIEW
Promotion Committee

Last June we held our second UEC Family Day – an opportunity to spend time
together, learn, enjoy, worship, eat, talk, pray… and it was a great day!
This report comes with our grateful thanks to all who attended (about 60 – we
wish there had been more) and for the positive feedback you sent in. The day
began with registration at 10.00am and then a full programme of workshops
with several choices: sharing testimony, music for worship (including learning
Taizé music), making gel flowers—always popular—and relationships for teens
(a new subject for the day) and a surprise debate. This proved very popular
and there was indeed a lively debate! The £8 donation included lunch and
refreshments, which were enjoyed by all. There was a separate children’s
programme, hosted by Sara-Jayne and Rachel, which was very appreciated.
The Guest Speaker was Geoff Carr, retired Counties Evangelist, who led two
workshops (The Person God Uses, and The Work God Blesses). Rob and Nicky
Snow led our prayers and Bible reading, and Geoff gave a challenging address
at the closing worship: to be “successful saints”. Everyone appreciated the
excellent music for worship led by the Stanway Music Group.
So “when is the next one?” several people asked. Well it all depends...
because the numbers attending were lower than hoped for, the Board asked
the Promotion Committee to survey UEC Churches that did not attend. We
have the results and will prayerfully consider if/when the next Family Day
should be. If you have strong views regarding the next Family Day
(programme, speaker, cost, date, etc.) please write in to the UEC office.
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FAITH MATTERS DAYS
Promotion Committee

In 2015 the three Training Days took on a slightly different approach, including
a change of name. The programmes are designed to be more interactive with
the guest speaker, and more informative for ordinary Christians like us to live
our lives in the “spiritual market place” that is society today.
In March our guest speaker was Brian Edwards who engaged us with the
Evidence of the Bible – showing how accurate the Old Testament narrative is
to history and archaeology. In May we listened to the Revd Gary Brady
explain the Heavenly Wisdom from the Proverbs – how relevant it is, even
more useful than the “proverbs” we half-remember! More recently, in
October we welcomed Dr Sam Gordon, who explained some of the Autumn
Jewish Feasts. This was a timely reminder of the rich heritage from our
“predecessors” in the Kingdom of God.
We were delighted that attendances are up on previous years – some 30 or so
at each one (36 in October) – and so look forward to providing speakers and
subjects in 2016 that help us along life’s journey.
The Promotion Committee is meeting soon to discuss Faith Matters Days in
2016 and will take on board people’s interests in different topics and the
feedback we have received.
If you would like to attend any of these planning meetings, please look out for
details published in the next few months.
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YOUTH CONNECT
Steve Farrow

On 13th June Youth
Connect held its second
event. This was at
Cressing—an afternoon
of archery (run by Keith
Britton) and team
games (organised by
the Corringham team)
followed
by
a
barbecue. About 40
young people attended
from our Churches in
Great Wakering, Southend, Chelmsford, Canning Town, Cressing, Corringham
and Wickford, plus one more young person from outside the UEC. A great
time was had by all, with Wickford winning the games tournament and
Corringham winning the archery contest, and Dennis and his helpers ensured
that we were well fed. The afternoon was rounded off with an epilogue by
Keith. A big thank you to all who helped in any way.

- 22 -

The organisers will shortly be
meeting again to plan the next
event and look ahead to the
future.
They would welcome
representatives from any of our
Churches who are able to join us
at our meetings to help discuss,
plan and pray for future events. If
you or anyone in your Church has
any suggestions for possible
events or would like to be involved in helping to run them, please contact me
(church@greatwakeringevangelical.co.uk).
Please continue to pray for this
important work—for guidance as
we plan events and for blessing as
the events are held, and of course
for the young people of our
Churches, that through this work
seeds may be sown which will in
time bring forth fruit.
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2016 DATES
For your diary
Date

Time

Location

Friday 26th February

8.00pm

Canning Town

Tuesday 7th June

7.30pm

Little Totham

Thursday 15th September

7.30pm

Southend

Tuesday 15th November

7.30pm

Rayleigh

2016 UEC Week of Prayer—20th to 27th March

UEC Family Day 2016
- Saturday 2nd July Music, teaching and activities
for the whole family.

Save the date!
Like us on Facebook - facebook.com/UECUK
Follow us on Twitter - @UECUK
Visit our website - www.uec-churches.net
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